




Glenshiel Battle"eld: Author’s Photographs

Taken in 2008, these photos show the battle#eld from the valley " oor. ! e author at # rst believed the old paintings 
depicting this scenery to have been exaggerated. !ey are not. In sequence from left to right and top to bottom are:
a) looking toward the Spanish abatis (at the dip in the road or a little beyond), b) looking west at the Government approach 
route, c) the point where the Government forces crossed the stream, d) the hill where Lord George Murray’s men deployed 
(in the foreground; although cut off in the picture, the front half of the knoll is equally steep), e) looking up Sgurr na Ciste 
Duibhe to the Jacobite lines (the “horizontal” skyline is a 60° slope!), f ) a closeup of the Jacobite-held slope (the boulders 
were part of the defenses).
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!e End of the Affair

“Gentlemen, our position, is I think, a hopeless one. How are your men, Lord George?”

“Halfway to Dunkeld, my Lord Marishal. But what would you? "eir plaids lie on the hillside below us. "ey have no clothes to keep 
them from the dawn chill. And they will not face dragoons”.

“"e tracoons waas a baad surprise, but ta Coehorns wast the difficulty. Aye, dat and ta Dutchies”. Old Borlum spat and scratched his 
beard. “What say you Rob?”

“"at it is a baad business, to be sure. She pe not staying ‘til dawn is my mind”.

A groan from the bed of the corrie. “You always were our Odysseus, Rob”.

“How is the arm, my Lord Seaforth?”

“Hurts like damnation, what do you think…augh…careful, you muttonheads”. Several brawny MacKenzies pick up their chief ’s 
litter. “I am sorry I cannot stay, gentlemen, but my men prefer me alive, it would seem, despite my ill treatment of them”.

“Fare you well then, Will… the King shall enjoy his own again”. “Aye” “Aye” “See you at the Café Royale, Will”.

“Well then, humph… My lord Tullibardine, you still command here. What are your orders?”

“As I said from the beginning, we were sent to provide a diversion for the Dons. We have certainly done that. Is it our fault if they 
allow the weather to get the better of them? "ere’ll be other opportunities… and better ones.”

“I concur. We’ve made our play for honour’s sake. We can do no good here. Chiefs to me, if you please.”

"e leaders, those that have remained, take their orders. Quietly they gather up their men. “Make for the Stone of Sorrow…” “Any 
man who shall meet me at the Red Cow next Monday ‘een shall have that last of the gold, fair and square…” “Rob, are we for 
Inversnaid?” “Nae. Ta sodjer roy are thick tat way. Hist! Tere’s still a tun o’ powder and fair good baccy Glen Croe way…”

Soon, only the command party and the Whitecoats are left.

“Qué está sucediendo mi señor? Why are your montañeros leaving?”

“I am sorry, Don Bulano, but the play has come to an end. We have lost the battle!eld and we are too far from our depot to resupply 
before the dawn. Without His Majesty’s army our presence here is pointless anyway. No se preocupe, usted y sus hombres han hecho 
todo lo que exige el honor, y más. I am sorry that it has come to this, but I do not think they shall treat you harshly. England is at war 
with Spain, and you are uniformed soldiers; they should accord you the honours of war. Buena suerte, Capitán. Vaya con dios”.

Don Bulano sighed inwardly. "e idea of surrender did not appeal to him. But neither did starving to death among these trackless 
hills. "ey had few supplies, and precious little ammunition. "ey had no transport, no ship. "ere was no way they could pass 
themselves off as locals. " e thought of being robbed and beaten by half-naked savages for the sake of his meager purse was a 
repugnant one. "e English officers were heretics, but at least they were civilized. “Vaya con dios, mi señor”. Corporal Vargas! Lend 
me your shirt…”

So Wightman needn't have worried. !e Highlanders melted away over the watershed in the night, leaving the Spanish 
camped out in a corrie on the back side of Sgurr na Ciste Duibhe, still known as Coirein nan Spainteach. As the Government 
forces wearily climbed the hill on their morning sweep, they were met by a drummer and white " ag. Most of the 
Highlanders were already heading back to their farms as if nothing had happened, although the farseeing Rob Roy made a 
detour to destroy the remaining supplies at Glen Croe, with the Munros hot on his tail.20  !e Jacobite leadership quietly 
reappeared in the Parisian cafés and the returning clansmen told their thankful wives that their "business venture" had not 
been pro#table. Jacobite casualties were very light. ! e Government forces conducted some lackluster ravaging of 
MacKenzie's lands and returned to barracks.

!e unfortunate Spanish, who had surrendered in hopes of repatriation, or at least a decent meal, spent some months 
wilting in the Inverness Gaol21  while the authorities attempted to make them pay for their passage home. Penniless, they 
were supported by Brigadier Preston, the prison governor, on his own credit.22  Eventually, they were repatriated, but Don 
Bulano was retained as hostage for their debts (the authorities sent the Spanish an I.O.U.), while Preston set about the 
thankless task of trying to get compensation from the Government before his creditors ruined him.

14



By 1720, the war was over. Cardinal Alberoni had fallen from favour with a mighty crash. By 1721, Spain had a treaty with 
both France and Britain; the Jacobites, by now much discredited, would have to look elsewhere for support. As for the main 
players, a gouty Tullibardine lived to unfurl the Standard at Glen#nnan with Bonnie Prince Charlie, Lord George became 
Charlie’s Lieutenant General, to dubious effect, while Ormonde retired to Spain on a meager pension and amused himself 
by conducting various plots and intrigues. !e Keith brothers went on to # nd fame in Russian and Prussian service; the Earl 
Marishal becoming ambassador to France and Spain, and later governor of Neufchatel, while his brother fought Tatars, 
Turks, and Swedes for Russia and wound up serving Frederick the Great as Feldmarshal Keith, dying at the battle of 
Hochkirch in 1758.

Afterthoughts

Strategically, the Battle of Glenshiel made no sense. It was fought because honour demanded that a blow should be struck. 
!e Jacobite Cause would have suffered if the participants had simply disbanded and gone quietly home. It is likely, too, that 
the clansmen were the ones who clamoured most for action. After having spent weeks getting to the muster, they wanted an 
Event. Besides, what would the professionals have thought of their prowess if they had simply crept away?

Partly, the rebels were victims of bad planning and bad timing. !e Earl Marishal sent his ships away before he learned of 
the Armada’s failure, because he felt he had to boost morale. !en the Royal Navy blocked the harbour. Because the effort 
was a diversion, no real attempt had been made to coordinate with the local Jacobites, who were not prepared to “come out”. 
A successful insurrection would have taken months to plan – assuming the people involved had all remained totally 
committed to the task the whole time. !ere were no GPS devices and cell phones in those days; no instantaneous 
coordination. !e most momentous decisions were made on a wing and a prayer. !is time, it didn’t work. When Bonnie 
Prince Charlie landed in 1745, with as little preparation, it almost did.

Regarding the battle itself, the position was excellent, a classic L-ambush. Except that the Highlanders did not #ght that 
way. Ideally, they would have massed for a charge down a somewhat gentler slope and either broken clean through the 
enemy or been defeated in the # rst rush. !ey conducted a skirmish instead. Almost certainly it was the steepness of the 
ground that forced them to do so. Several small charges were conducted along the slope (very hard on the legs, charging 
sideways on a slope) but they were uncoordinated and only served to slow the Government forces down. Most likely, it was 
limited visibility that prevented an organized counterattack. Eventually, a stalemate ensued, but since the loyalists held the 
battle#eld they controlled the road down to the Jacobite supply dump. !ey also prevented the clansmen from recovering 
their clothes. Part of the reason that Highlanders were a one shot weapon is that they “cast their plaids” when charging, and 
fought only in their shirts. If they didn’t win, they had no coat and no bedroll. !ey also didn’t get a chance to do any 
plundering. So after a defeat they typically went home, with or without orders.

Little is said about the conduct of the Spanish in English sources. Don Bulano’s offer to charge is recorded, suggesting that 
their morale was high; they also withstood a lengthy bombardment. As Regulars, they were placed as the anchor of the 
position, and they held on until it was obvious they were unsupported and out"anked. But once the battle was over, they 
were in a cleft stick. !ey could not hop on a boat and leave; they could not melt into the hills. Probably they were low on 
supplies. If they had split up to do “escape and evasion”, the local clansmen would have been a bigger threat than the 
English dragoons. Since Spain and England were at war, it was natural that Don Bulano surrender. No shame accrued to 
such an act. Indeed, the La Corona Regiment holds a battle honour for Glenshiel. In the culture of the times, Bulano and his 
men could expect to be reasonably well treated and to be exchanged at the #rst opportunity. It is a measure of the inbred 
British fear of “Popery” and “the Dons” that his men’s treatment was harsher than it should have been.

A Comparison of Forces

!e Battle of Glenshiel involved two very different types of warrior – both # ghting on each side. First, there were the 
professionals, Spanish and British (plus the very similar Dutch). And then there were the Highlanders.

!e Regulars were equipped and organized along similar lines, and fought in essentially the same way. !e dress of the 
period consisted of a tricorne hat (a wide-brimmed peasant “"oppy hat” turned up on three sides), trimmed with lace, with a 
cockade to indicate who they were – red was Spain’s colour; the British and Dutch used black. Long woolen overcoats were 
worn, usually with a coloured lining that could be seen when the cuffs were turned back (up to the elbow in this period). !e 
men wore heavy, knee length woolen coats; white (undyed) for the Spanish, blue for the Dutch, and red for the British. 
Under the coat was a waistcoat, sometimes made from old overcoats, sometimes not. Breeches were tight, and were (usually) 
either the same colour as the greatcoat or as the waistcoat. Stockings were long, usually white or grey, and covered up by 
knee length black or brown gaiters. Foot soldiers wore buckled shoes, not boots. In order to build esprit de corps, and since 
the regiments were all owned by aristocratic “proprietor-colonels”, a wide variety of minor alterations were made to the 
uniforms: extra lace or buttons, tassels, collars, and the like.
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In addition to a knapsack for food and personal possessions, and a water 
bottle, the men wore cartridge pouches on a waist belt, usually holding a 
dozen or less rounds (the ammunition and the # ring charge being 
separate in those days). Quite often a “hanger”, or short sword, was hung 
together with a bayonet, on the left hip. !e troops’ primary weapon was 
a muzzle-loading musket # ring 10-, 12-, or 16-gauge lead balls. A few 
armies still had units sporting pikes (generally in the militia), and officers 
and NCOs often carried “spontoons”, or half-pikes; officers naturally 
carried swords as badges of rank. !ey also had more elaborate uniforms.

Because of the nature of their weaponry, soldiers fought in tight lines, 
four ranks deep, and #red by volley at close range (as close as 30 paces for 
the British), for maximum effect. !ere were a number of techniques, but 
the most usual one for the British and Dutch was volley by platoon, 
which involved a staggered # ring by the # rst three ranks, platoon by 
platoon, up and down the line. !e staggering ensured that no part of the 
line was left without the ability to # re. ! e fourth rank was use as a 
reserve. In contrast, the French and Spanish #red by whole ranks, which 
meant a series of slow “heavy blows”. In practice, this method was less 
effective.

Used as a reserve were the grenadier platoons. Each regiment normally 
had a company of these men, the best in the unit, equipped with satchels 
of grenades in addition to their muskets. ! ey were used for local 
counterattacks, to stiffen the line, or could be combined into battalion-
size units for major assaults. Naturally there were perquisites that went 
with such a dangerous job, like better pay. In the absence of “light” troops 
(not available in quantity until late in the 18th Century), grenadiers were 
also used as skirmishers.

Glenshiel was an infantry battle, but the British did have a battery of 
Coehorn mortars and the Royal Regiment of North British Dragoons – 
the famous Scots Greys. Invented by a Dutchman of the same name, 
Coehorns came in various sizes, but all looked something like a keg of 
beer bolted at a 45° angle to a block of wood. Using slats # tted into or 
under the block, the 80-odd pound “man-portable” version could be 
carried by four men with relative ease. Calibre of the mortars used at 
Glenshiel was 4.25in. Range was adjusted by changing the weight of the 
#ring charge, not the angle of #re. Being a mortar, it #red shell, not shot; 
the fuse to the shell took the form of a wick, lit prior to # ring. !e pieces 
were manned by soldiers detached from the infantry, and commanded by 
an artillery officer (the Royal Artillery had been founded in 1716, in large 
part because the Rising of ‘15 demonstrated that civilian amateurs had 
better become a thing of the past).

!e Scots Greys were one of the oldest regiments in the British Army, 
being raised by James II as a collection of independent cavalry troops to 
police the Scottish countryside and hunt down the ancestors of the 
Liberal Party. Like most dragoon regiments, they were dressed like the 
infantry, except for the wearing of “light” cavalry boots. ! ey were 
equipped with carbines instead of muskets, and carried a heavy, straight 
sword. In this period, dragoons still sometimes dismounted to # ght, but 
the practice was soon to be discontinued in most armies; even at this 
early date, they preferred to charge with the sword.

HYMN To the Victory in SCOTLAND

I sing the Praise of Heros brave
Whose Warlike Merit Conquest gave,

And scorn'd to trample on a Foe,
But beat them first, then let them go:

after a Battle sharp and bloody,
Beyond the reach of Humane Study,

Obtain'd between strong Rocks & Trenches,
By dint of Sword, and vast expences,

'Gainst sturdy Scots, and Spaniards proud,
A Victory most Men allow'd.

Where aft their Foes were quite confounded
While Cannons roard and Trumpets founded.

Beat here & there & God knows whither,
Loll in a Fog, in Sun-shine Weather:
Confusion every where proclaim'd

Such wonders which can ne'er be nam'd.
Abundance slain, which some call dead,

Who in the fright rose up and fled
More stranger yet if News be right,
The fray did last from five till Night,

And those who brought the Tidings hither,
Say Dead and Living fled together.

Nay perfect Miracles abounded,
The dead Men rise and kill'd the wounded

Yet when the Battle it was done,
There was nor found so much as one

Nor none can tell which way they'r gane.
No Antient History can declare,

Such Actions in the Feats-of War,
Great Wills, and Carpenter at Precision,
Might here have learnt a milder Lesson:

For tho' the Victory was compleat,
Both Dead and Living safe retreat.

Here was no tricking feigned Pardon
Which Consequences seldom heard on:

Deluding Men and when that's done;
Hang, Gaol, and Banish every one.
When in this fierce and bloody Fray,
Our Foes had leave to march away:

Without the loss of Man or Gun,
Such generous Favours seldom done,
Such Mercy in this Fight was shown,

We sav'd Men's Lives and lost our own,
A Victory which no Age can show
To let both Dead and Living go:

Yet notwithstanding Highland Clans,
Thcse mighty Favours still withstands,
Reflecting with their bold Bravadoes,
Our Men shott only at their Shadows.

And give us Reasons very pat,
Because they sav'd their Lives by that:

Yet if Reports has not bely'd 'em,
As Bullets came, they skip'd beside em,

which is a Riddle hard and dark.
When not one Gunner hits a Mark;

I doubt they've learn'd the Magick Art,
And value not our Guns a Fart,

Or else the Skins of Highland Scots,
Are Proof against both Swords and,Shots.

Tho' this is strange, it seems too true,
Because none of their Men were flew,

And which our Reason most has shaken,
Not one poor single Rebel taken:

Three Hours beaten and none die,
Yet no Man knows the Reason why,
Tis very strange 'tween You and I.
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At this time, British infantry regiments were almost all composed of 
a single battalion of 10 companies – 9 fusilier and 1 grenadier – with 
a paper strength of 780 men. Exceptions included the Guards 
(whose battalions were much stronger as well) and the 1st of Foot 
(Royal Scots). British dragoon regiments consisted of 3 squadrons of 
2 troops each, with a strength of 300 men. In contrast, most Spanish 
infantry regiments were of 2 battalions, one of 10 companies and one 
of 9, totaling (on paper) 566 and 524 men, respectively. Earlier, a 12 
fusilier and 1 grenadier format had been used; it is unclear, but very 
likely, that the additional company of the new 1st battalion was of 
grenadiers. Dutch regiments were approximately the same strength 
as the British, and usually of a single battalion. !e Dutch unit at 
Glenshiel was a composite, possibly because the battalions were 
under strength (a chronic state of affairs in all three armies), or 
because the remaining companies were needed as garrisons in 
England.
!e Highlanders
Glenshiel saw Highland warriors #ghting on both sides. !is was not uncommon during the Jacobite Wars, since many of 
the Clans had thrown in their lot with the Government. In this case, the Munros and MacKays were part of a bloc of Whig 
Clans from the far north who had longstanding grudges against their neighbours, Lord Seaforth’s MacKenzies. While the 
chiefs were motivated by family rivalries, politics, and self-interest, the lowly clansmen were more interested in paying off 
old scores, winning booty, and having a rousing good # ght. Most of the warriors would have been buannanach – the idle 
men of the clan who hung out at the chief ’s residence waiting on orders to go steal cattle or carry out a “hit’ on a rival clan. 
If a large levy was required, such as occurred during the ’15 and the ’45, many of the men would have been coerced – their 
chiefs having the power of life and death over them – but in this small affair they were most likely volunteers.
!e name “Highlander” conjures up a hulking or gnarled #gure, bearded and raggedly dressed, festooned with weapons of 
every description. Traditionally, the wealthy were armed with musket, two or three pistols, broadsword and dirk (dagger), 
and of course a sgean dubh. ! e general levy would be armed with claymores (ancient two-handed swords or newer 
broadswords), lochaber axes (a polearm), spears, scythes and other farm implements. Wooden targets (shields) were also 
common.
!e Highlanders were not averse to acquiring the latest technology. Arms smuggling was common, and French (and in this 
case, Spanish) muskets of .69 calibre (12-gauge) were prized. !e regulation British musket of .75 calibre (10-gauge) was 
also “in service”, since many of the Highlanders were veterans of Marlborough’s wars, just like their opponents. !e officers 
too, the subchiefs or “tacksmen”, had often served with foreign armies and new all the latest techniques. However, hill tribe 
warbands were still at a disadvantage against disciplined regulars, which is why the Spanish were so welcome.
!e Highlanders excelled at ambush and raid, and would have made an excellent guerrilla force in those respects, but they 
lacked the commitment to a higher ideal and the willingness to submit to authority that could have kept them in the #eld 
like modern insurgents. !eir commanders understood their limitations, and never expected them to commit to a long 
campaign without the backing of regulars.
Battle tactics for the Clans were simple: #nd a patch of rough ground (the Highlanders had an unwarranted fear of cavalry), 
preferably above the enemy, then advance enmasse, stop and # re a volley, and then charge. !ese tactics were apparently 
introduced by the Irish Confederates of the Civil War period, a body of whom fought in Scotland under the Marquis of 
Montrose in 1645. It was an attempt – and an often-successful one – to counter the superior # repower of well-armed 
troops. Frequently, the men would throw themselves " at while the enemy # red, then complete their rush before their 
opponents could reload. !e assault was almost in the manner of the later French Revolutionary armies; indeed it would 
have to be in order for the relatively untrained masses to stand a chance against repeated volley #re. Signi#cantly, those units 
that stood up to the charge were generally bypassed.

!e Spanish

!e Spanish Army of this period was a new creation, since Felipe V took over an essentially defunct system based on the 
17th Century tercios. Felipe’s French technical advisors introduced French methods, which were unpopular at # rst, but 
effective. By raising many new regiments of the classic ancien régime pattern and amalgamating the old tercios (still over-
armed with pikes), he was able to build an army that could weather the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1713), if not 
with ease, at least with honour. !ese veterans were available for the War of the Quadruple Alliance (1718-20), but, like the 
British, the Spanish regiments were at cadre strength after the general demobilizations of 1714 and had to be "eshed out 
with recruits.
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A direct comparison of the Spanish and British is difficult. At Glenshiel, the Spanish and the British infantry never came to 
grips, but even though the Spanish Regulars were far better soldiers at this time than during the later part of the century – 
easily equivalent to the French whom they copied – it is likely that the British, with their single-minded emphasis on #ring 
drills, would have come out ahead. Unable, for various reasons, to train at the brigade or higher level, British regiments 
spent all their time on the #ring range, and it paid off; there wasn’t an army in Europe that wanted to be on the receiving 
end of a British volley. And at the scale of Glenshiel, higher unit tactics were irrelevant.

!ere is a no clear agreement on which Spanish unit or units fought at Glenshiel. One source based on British Intelligence 
reports states that it was elements of Don Pedro de Castro’s Regiment of Foot: 12 men drawn from 24 companies to make 6 
complete companies. Since the detachment commander, Don Nicolas Bulano, was from the Galicia Regiment (Nr. 4) this 
suggests that Pedro de Castro’s later became the Galicia Regiment (when regional titles were substituted). But the Galicia 
Regiment’s facing colours were red, and de Castro’s were yellow. To complicate matters, it is the Corona Regiment (Nr. 3) 
that holds the battle honour (yes, there is one) – and speci#cally, the 2nd Battalion. Apart from the battle honour, strong 
evidence for La Corona lies in the “blue coats” they are reported to have worn; Spanish troops wore white greatcoats, but 
often had waistcoats in their regimental “facing” colour. ! is was the case here; their trousers were also coloured blue. 
Felipe’s new model army was trained by the French, who had a custom of #ghting in their waistcoats (regarded as a sloppy 
habit by their enemies). Plus it was unusually hot that June. De Castro’s yellow facings in fact point to it being either the 
future Extremadura (Nr. 26) or Almanza (Nr. 40). !e best two solutions seem to be either that La Corona provided the 
detachment, with Don Bulano, as a spare officer "oating about HQ, or perhaps in the Duke of Ormonde’s suite in company 
with the Keith brothers, was seconded to it; or, that the unit was comprised of detachments from several regiments, which 
was also common practice, especially on overseas deployments.

Mention of “24 companies” (assuming the information about De Castro is at least partly correct) implies that the regiment 
was still organized along the older 12 fusilier/1 grenadier company per battalion format, but it could be (per the second 
option) that the “24 companies” are not from one regiment after all. 307 men is not a large number, and if the men were 
from more than one unit, it is possible La Corona and Galicia, and perhaps some from de Castro, made up the bulk of the 
detachment.

!e Armada (the term is nothing special, it simply means “"eet””) was transporting 10 # eld cannon, 4,000 Foot, 1,000 
Horse (but 300 horses), 15,000 stands of arms, 1,000 barrels of powder, and 2 months pay. A primary source for unit names 
is Ormonde’s correspondence, now part of the Stuart Papers collection at Windsor. !e naval component included 5 men of 
war (1x 64gun, 2x 50gun, 1x 20gun, & 1 small vessel) plus 22 transports capable of holding 10-15 companies of men each 
(less for the horsemen). British Intelligence put the numbers at 8 warships (including a 60-gun "agship) and 20 transports, 
with 13 battalions of foot and a regiment of dragoons (900 men – Continental dragoon regiments tended to be large, like 
their infantry battalion counterparts). Some of the foot battalions came from Spain’s Irish Brigade (this could mean that up 
to 6 battalions were Irish). Also recorded is the de Liria Regiment and 4 companies of grenadiers. Reputedly, all were in sad 
shape, but that report may have come after the gale.

If the endeavour had succeeded, it was expected by the British that the enemy would try to land at Liverpool, capture 
Chester, and march on Bristol. In doing so they would sew up both major western seaports and the vital armament and 
clothing industries of the Severn Valley (just as the Royalists tried to do in the Civil War). !e Spanish, however, apparently 
intended to simply land at Bristol – in other words, do the same thing in reverse. London, as always, would be the #nal 
prize.
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Footnotes
1Like all good Englishmen we shall ignore Ireland. There were several forays there in Elisabeth I’s time.

2An ancestor of the famous General Byng who commanded the Canadian Corps at Vimy Ridge in 1917. The Byng family were usually 
naval officers. Another famous descendant was the Admiral Byng who inspired Voltaire’s comment “pour les encouragement des autres”, 
when he was executed for failing to save the naval base at Minorca in 1757.

3The cypher for James in this correspondence was “289” - the use of cyphers rather than the usual code names perhaps points to more 
professional methodology on the part of the Spanish.

4Some sources say 27 ships.

5Note: dates are often confusing, because the English calendar was several days out of sync with the Continental calendar. I have used 
Continental dates up to the arrival in the British theater, and English dates thereafter, in accordance with my sources.

6English style is now used for dates.

7Near the seaward end of Glen Croe (not to be confused with Glen Coe of massacre fame, which is much further south). Some sources 
say the ammo dump was in the church.

8 The political union of Scotland and England, imposed by a bribed vote in 1707. Incidentally, the Stuarts were not interested in ruling 
Scotland alone, so for them, repealing the Union made no sense; in fact, the Union had been their idea in the first place.

9Some accounts state that Tullibardine heard first of the Spanish wreck and wanted to leave, and that Marishal sent the ships away then. 
To retreat without a show would perhaps have been more fatal to the Cause than to fight and lose.

10Captain Boyle’s log records, “In the castle we found an Irishman, a captain, a Spanish lieutenant, a serjeant, one Scotch rebel and 39 
Spanish soldiers, 343 barrels of powder and 52 barrels of musquet shot. We likewise burnt several barns etc where they had a quantity of 
corn for the use of their camp.”

11The decisive battle of the 1715 rebellion.

12It is not clear whether they marched on the west or east side of the loch. Wade’s road, built later, ran on the east side, but required some 
blasting to run it through. The modern road is on the west side. If coming down the east side, they would have had to double back to get 
to Glen Morriston.

13Some accounts say the 10th, James Edward Stuart’s birthday. He was 31.

14 The next time you attend a military tattoo that includes the bagpipes (the only kind worth attending), and the men dance the Sword 
Dance under the spotlight, watch the shadows and remember Glenshiel.

15 The composition of the Spanish detachment is debatable. La Corona holds the battle honour, and the sources state that the 2nd battalion, 
or a portion of it was used, but Don Bulano was from the Galicia Regiment. I suspect that they followed the usual practice of the period 
and sent a “picquet” composed of troops from several regiments. This ensured that an entire unit would not be destroyed if the ships sank. 
That would have been a financial disaster for the colonel who owned it.

16The missing 40 men were detailed to guard the supply dump.

17There is a report by a local source that Rob Roy had been positioned to ambush the rear of Wightman’s advancing column, an action 
intended to encircle the Government forces, but he is supposed to have been driven off because he attacked too soon. It’s possible, but the 
same account states that Wightman blew up Eilean Donan, when Captain Boyle’s log clearly states he had already done so, and that the 
rebels were trying to meet up with the Earl of Mar, who was still in France.

18A combined unit; Hussel's or Huffel's, and 4 companies of Ameroogen's, part of a contingent provided under the Treaty of Utrecht. The 
regimental names and numbers of the English foot post-date the battle by several decades, but are included as a point of reference. At this 
time, the Colonel’s name was the only means of identification.

19Later the Royal North British, and later still the Royal Scots Greys.

20Musket balls can still be picked up in the field behind the local minister’s house.

21Those taken earlier were imprisoned in the Leith Tollbooth – a jail/customshouse at Edinburgh’s chief port.

22At this time, prisoners had to pay for all but the barest necessities of life. The State did not support the prison system. Rich prisoners did 
quite well, with good food, drink, and even female companionship, but poor prisoners could die of neglect.

20




