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[Beatson says some Dutchmen were taken on as volunteers; not all the 
Dutch liked the Spanish, even though they did business with them. Other 
sources say the men were 100 negro labourers.]

Knowles himself only arrived at Barbaratt on April 26th. He had 
had to sail  all the way to Hispaniola (April 19th) before he could 
pick up a wind that would take him to the keys!

Charlie Foxtrot

Puerto Cabello was a tough nut. The harbour opened on the west, 
and consisted of a complex set of bays, protected to the north by a 
long, thin isthmus that  hooked south at  its  western end (see the 
attached map). Between the end of the isthmus and the mainland 
south of it  was a narrow channel  only ‘a pistol shot’  wide. On the 
north side of the channel, at the end of the isthmus, was the 
castillo de San Felipe. On the other side was the town, walled, 
with  a bastion on each southern corner. The quays  were on the 
inner shore of this isthmus. North of San Felipe, at  the bend of the 
long  isthmus, was a fascine battery of 15 guns, and between it  and 
the fort was another battery of 8 guns. Within the harbour, 
guarding the entrance, were a 60-gunner and a 40-gunner. A large 
hulk  was set in  the channel, chained to either shore; it  could be 
sunk  on command. The remaining vessels (twelve small  ships and 
three galleys) were at the far end of the harbour, out of range. The 
prevailing wind is from the east. It was not  possible to rush the 
entrance.

[Beatson says there were 3 fascine batteries on the town side; he gives 12 
and 7 guns for the batteries on the peninsula.]

Knowles plan was  to take out the fascine batteries  with a landing 
party. He would use 1,100 men (400 sailors, all the marines, and 
some of Dalzell’s). To wear out the batteries, Norwich, Lively, and 
Eltham would  harass  them during the afternoon of the 27th. To 
prevent relief, the Assistance would cover the isthmus farther east. 
The landing would take place at dusk and the assault be made in 
the dark. The batteries would be turned on the fort. Once a breach 
was made the ships would close in and support the assault.

[The remaining troops may have included members of the 7th–10th 
Marine Regiments, which had been raised in 1741/42 as replacements for 
the original six such regiments. Like the others, these were Army units 
labelled ‘marines’ for recruiting purposes. Or, they may have come from 
the 1st, 6th, or 27th Regiments of Foot, all of which were sent out with the 
Marines in 1742. On the other hand, and this is likely, they may have been 
militia from the islands (since the other units were probably at Jamaica) 
or simply sailors.]

The initial phase went  off smoothly. The troops made contact  
with  an enemy advanced guard around 11pm. The Spanish were 
surprised, but  instead of binding and gagging them all  quietly, one 
of the junior officers fired a shot. Not only were the Spanish 
alerted, the landing party began shooting in all directions, 
including at themselves. The guns of the nearest battery began to 
fire (out to sea). That did it. Everyone tore for the boats. Knowles, 
keeping pace in a barge beside them, could not halt the rout by 
shouting.

[A lack of training & unit cohesion was a common problem with these 
scratch assault forces.]

The next day, Knowles ordered a lengthy  bombardment, assisted 
by  the fire of a mortar landed on the shore (April 30th-May 1st). 
This had no effect. On the 1st  of May, a council of war decided a 
final push by the entire squadron might  save the situation. 
Assistance, Burford, Suffolk, and Norwich would bombard San 
Felipe, the Scarborough, Lively, and Eltham  the batteries. The 
need to reorganise and light winds delayed the attack until the 5th.

Meanwhile, the Spanish were heartened by the arrival of Zuloaga, 
who though wounded on May 3rd, continue to command 
effectively.

On the 5th, the squadron again  had difficulty in closing thanks to 
the lack of wind. Still, they kept up the combat for seven hours 
(2pm-9pm, or from 11am according to Beatson), inflicting 
damage on the fort, but  eventually running out ammunition. (750 
shots were fired against the castle, yielding 70 hits.) The captain 
of the Norwich was relieved of his command for not closing. The 
Spanish sunk the block-ship in the afternoon.

[The Advice did not take part in the attack; she had gone astray after 
leaving Curaçao and only turned up on the 26th of May. One of the dead 
in this combat was the lieutenant who spoiled the raid on La Guaira; he 
was thus spared a court martial.]

Knowles decided to withdraw at  dusk, but the winds  again being 
light, the ships had to be warped off, taking damage as they 
slowly  crawled through the forts’  optimal range. That night, 
Assistance and Burford drifted back into  range and had to be 
warped out a second time.

The British, their ships once more in bad shape, at last got away 
to  Barbaratt (May 7th). There, it was agreed to give up the 
project. They had no ammunition and not much water. Knowles 
left the coast on May 13th. Since this had been a special mission, 
he did not keep the squadron in being, but dispersed the ships 
back to their original commands.

[Uh, sorry about the holes on the waterline. You can patch that forecastle. 
That mast was crooked when you gave it to me.]

Once again, the casualty  figures are all over the page. Richmond 
gives 100 British dead; Beatson says 200. Crespo claims the 
British admitted to 235 dead, including those who succumbed to 
disease. The Spanish lost 25 or 26 men. Crespo gives a total of 
2,000 British losses from all causes for the operation as a whole.

[The Spanish must have taken some prisoners, because they agreed to an 
exchange – they also agreed to allow the British to water nearby, on pain 
of another attack.]

There was no significant political fallout from the failure. 
Knowles went on to bigger and better things.

This operation against  the Caracas Company was the only one of 
note for the year. Admiral Ogle kept his main fleet at  Port Royal, 
sending out ships to cruise for prizes and hunt privateers. Ships 
needing to be exchanged went home with convoys. Roatán 
continued to be supported, though the post had little impact on 
enemy trade.

The British merchants complained, loud and long, but Ogle could 
prove that none of his ships were idle –  Beatson as usual provides 
a list  of prizes  taken for the year, in this case eight privateers 
destroyed, besides commercial prizes; he also mentions the 
successes of British privateers. To the Merchants’  complaints, 
Ogle also countered truthfully that they never bothered to  defend 
themselves. (Something about the insurance premiums.)

A Last Kick at the Cat – San Agustín Again

The action in North America had not completely died away. It 
would flare up once the French entered the war in 1744, but those 
operations are not germane to this commentary. In 1743, however, 
Governor Oglethorpe, encouraged by his success in 1742, thought 
to  surprise San Agustín with a raid. According to rumour, the 
capitán general of Cuba was talking of invading Georgia with 
10,000 men. This raid was intended to put the Dons off balance.

General histories  of the campaign do not mention this operation; 
the best description comes from the General’s own letters to the 
Earl of Oxford (taken from the Georgia Historical Society 
records):

‘The Spaniards at Augustine were so strengthened by the troops left there 
after the invasion of Georgia, amongst which were the dragoons of the 
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regiment of Italica, that they repulsed all the parties of Indians that I 
could send out against them.

I had also intelligence of a strong party of men marching towards the river 
St. Mathew. As I concluded, this was to enlarge their quarters, ready for 
the next body of troops that they expect in the spring, from Havannah, and 
with which they propose to invade all North America, and begin with the 
conquest of Georgia and Carolina. I, therefore, thought the best means I 
could take was to oppose them in time, and myself in person, to lead the 
Indians, and dispute with them the field, before their troops came from 
Cuba.

I, therefore, with a detachment of the Highland Company of Rangers, and 
of the regiment, landed in the night in Florida, and had such success that 
the Indians advanced, undiscovered, and attacked the Spaniards, and 
killed upwards of forty of them; but one of their own party being killed, 
they would give no prisoners quarters, therefore I have no intelligence.

Taking boats and schooners behind the barrier islands, the British 
landed at the mouth of the St. Johns on March 28th, 1743. They  – 
300 Europeans (Highlanders, Rangers, and militia) and a party of 
Indians – then marched down to San Agustín.

I march to-morrow, and if I have success I trust in God I shall be able to 
force the Spaniards once more to take shelter in their town, which I shall 
look upon at a great point gained, since it will delay their intended 
operations, and give heart to our Indians, and keep them steady to his 
Majesty's interest, who were a good deal staggered by some strange steps 
taken by the Lieutenant-Governor of South Carolina, which Captain 
Dunbar will inform your Grace of; but any success I can now have, will 
only be putting off for a short time the fatal blow which must attend the 
vast operations making at Cuba, &c.

From the Camp, on the River St. Mathew, or St. John's,
Florida, 18th March [OS: it would be the 29th], 1742-3’

[The dating ‘1742-3’ is explained by the fact that the English New Year on 
the Old Style Julian calendar was on March 25th.]

And again, from the same camp on the 1st of April:

‘I am to acquainted your Grace of his Majesty's arms. The Spaniards have 
quitted the field, and are retired into St. Augustine. The troops made a 
very extraordinary march in four days, of ninety-six miles, for so many it 
is from this place to St. Augustine and back again, and this we performed 
without leaving one man sick behind us, and the whole party is in strength 
and health.  I hear from all hands that there is a strong body of troops at 
St. Augustine, and can hardly conceive the reason of their behaviour and 
precipitate retreat, from numbers so much inferior to them, unless they 
have orders from their court to preserve their strength entire for the 
intended invaders.  I did all I could to draw them to action, and having 
posted the grenadiers and some of the troops in ambuscade, advanced 
myself, with a very few men, in sight of the town, intending to skirmish and 
retire, in order to draw them into the ambuscade, but they were so meek 
there was no provoking them.  The Indians advanced so nimbly, as to get 
up with a party of the enemy, and killed forty of them under the cannon of 
the town.’

The raid terminated on April  9th. The Navy had nothing to do 
with  this operation. By coincidence, Captain Hardy, still in 
command of the Rye (22), came by Fort  St. George with a couple 
of sloops as Oglethorpe was reembarking, but refused a request to 
take the column round by sea for a second raid. An independent 
attempt by the Georgians to land on Anastasia Island on the night 
of April 9th-10th came to nothing. Spanish casualties for this 
‘campaign’ totalled exactly seven.

This was  the final flicker in the war for Georgia, excepting 
unrecorded Indian raids. Whether the Spanish had really intended 
a second campaign or whether this was just an excuse for the 
Governor to cary  out his  raid, they made no such attempt during 
the remainder of the war; some sources say explicitly because the 
Creeks did such an effective job of devastating the environs of 
San Agustín.

Spanish Naval Operations

In 1743 the Spanish once again  confined most of their activities  to 
the Gulf of México and the waters north of Cuba. Portobelo had 
long  been abandoned. Cartagena held a garrison of only 250 men. 
Venezuela and the Caracas Company lived in their own world.

The British were increasing their patrols around Cape San 
Antonio. On the 26th of January the Spanish spotted and pursued 
a 60-gunner; on the 28th, a frigate, both times without success.

[Ships used included Europa, Castilla, Real Familia and two sloops.]

Two substantial  convoys (Bizarra, and  San Antonio, Santiago 
sloops) sailed from Veracruz in the spring, one on April 17th, and 
one on June 12th. 

Bizarra made another silver run from Veracruz in  September 
(taking until May 1744 to get  to La Habana) but no flota was 
formed in 1743. Next year there would be a big one. 

De Torres’  principal lieutenant, jefe d’escuadra Andréas Reggio – 
he was proving himself a far more aggressive commander than de 
Torres –  sortied with  Europa, Castilla, Real Familia, Fuerte (a 
second, new ship of that name) and the brig San Mateo, to sweep 
for British privateers operating along the convoys’  routes. Castilla 
and Nueva España later chased an enemy frigate off Matanzas.

There was a new Viceroy for Nueva España (Pedro de Cebrián  y 
Agustín, Conde de Fuenclara), even more nervous than  the last 
one. Once again, the bullion needed to pay the island garrisons 
and the fleet was withheld; Veracruz was vulnerable! Once again, 
desertions increased  and the materials needed for ship repairs 
were used up.

At Cartagena there was open revolt, with the rebels surrounding 
the Viceroy’s palace; Eslava managed to disperse the mob by 
emptying the treasury.

Routine activities were not unduly hampered by these problems, 
but any buildup with a view to expanding operations  was simply 
not possible for the Spanish.

[So much for invading Georgia with ’10,000 men’.]

Meanwhile, on all  side reports  were coming in of an increase in 
British trade at Spanish ports. The guardacostas had been 
crippled, the lesser ports reduced, and Spanish  privateers driven 
into  North American waters, where they remained a nuisance but 
could not interfere with Caribbean trade.

Since the lawful  authorities refused to  supply them, local 
communities bought necessities from whomever they could, even 
from the enemy. Despite the fiasco of the Cartagena Expedition, 
Britain was achieving her desired objective – not necessarily the 
Government’s objective, nor the Public’s, but that of those who 
had started the war in the first place.
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FURTHER ADVENTURES IN THE 
CARIBBEAN

1744/1745
1743 marks the official end of the War of Jenkins’  Ear. Fighting 
continued in  the West Indies until  the end of the War of the 
Austrian Succession in 1748, but neither side received much from 
Europe in terms of reinforcements. Even though France signed on 
at the start of 1744, she did not play much of a role in the region 
until 1746 – and not much even then. Despite this fact, the British 
immediately switched their focus to the age-old  Enemy, allowing 
Spain to go about her business for some time without interference.

War with France broke out  at the beginning of 1744. There were 
several reasons for the rupture, the most important being the death 
of Cardinal  Fleury in 1743 and his replacement by an anti-British 
faction, coupled to: a) King Louis’  guilt at doing so little to help 
his Spanish relatives in Italy, b) the concomitant signing of the 
Second Family Compact  which provided for a full alliance rather 
than low-grade ‘armed assistance’, c) general  irritation with the 
British on the high seas, and for the defeat  at Dettingen (1743), 
and d) the violent debates in the British Parliament in which not 
only  the Administration was castigated but the King himself – 
which gave the Jacobite faction and their French supporters the 
erroneous impression that England was ripe for rebellion.

The Marquis d’Argenson was running French strategy. He was an 
anti-Habsburg zealot  with absolutely no interest in colonies; Spain 
was useful to him only as  a tool for fighting  Austria in the Po 
Valley. As far as war with  Britain was concerned, the man of 
influence was Cardinal Tencin;  he favoured a Jacobite coup to 
overthrow the Hanoverian dynasty, which meant a naval invasion 
of England, and consequently a concentration of naval force in 
European waters.

In 1745, Lord Carteret was removed from English affairs of state 
by  being made the Earl Granville, and the Pelhams took full 
direction of the war, But, though this may have contributed to  an 
overall increase in naval activity, it did not shift the strategic focus 
away from the Low Countries. In any case, 1745 was the year of 
the great Jacobite Rising, which came close to toppling the 
Georgian regime. They were rather busy.

Division of Labour

1744 and 1745 were thus  quiet years in the Caribbean. British  and 
Spanish forces conducted their routines in virtual  isolation, 
plagued only by the other side’s privateers. 1745 was also the year 
Louisburg, Nova Scotia was attacked by the British, and both 
sides perforce sent ships up that way, reducing their options in the 
Caribbean.

To combat the French threat, the British made a formal division of 
the theatre into a Jamaica and  a Leewards Station  (the latter, 
despite its name, to include the Windward Islands as well). Each 
station operated  almost  independently  of the other; in fact, the 
Leewards had a closer connection to the North American 
Squadron, because the latter was in the habit of escorting convoys 
to the Windwards and wintering there.

The Leewards had twin commanders, Commodore Peter Warren 
(America) and Commodore Charles Knowles  (West  Indies). 
Knowles was the official commander in chief, but confusingly, 
since he was junior to Warren, had to yield  command to him 
during the winter. The two received title to the command on the 
same date. To avoid complications, Knowles  took a shore 
command when Warren was present.

[Some sources suggest the two were antagonistic. Knowles was inclined to 
be sticky, but Warren was possessed of superior tact and an attractive 

personality. He was about the only senior officer that Knowles could work 
with.]

Both British  squadrons concentrated on the French, with the 
Leewards trying to intercept  the enemy upon their arrival in  the 
Antilles and Jamaica covering Hispaniola. Both were at  a 
disadvantage because they were to leeward of their enemy. This 
meant either that  their timing be perfect (not possible in the Age 
of Sail) or that they hold  station for weeks astride the enemy’s sea 
lanes; all  too often, the British  were forced to return to base just 
before the French showed up. Or, they would pursue one set of 
ships downwind and have to beat back into position for a couple 
of weeks, missing the really valuable target. They did not have 
enough vessels to work a rotation.

The French could, when their escorts combined at Hispaniola 
prior to returning home, match  British numbers, but, bound to 
their strategy of close escort, they never attempted anything other 
than that. It was enough that  the British were too weak to stop the 
trade and were similarly prevented from chasing privateers.

[It should also be noted that the French and Spanish never cooperated. 
Richmond points out that the British consistently overestimated their 
enemies, seeing grand strategy where there was none.]

The Spanish were left alone; that is, the battle fleet left  them 
alone. Unless La Habana were to be taken, which was impossible 
now, the British could not spend so much time so  far to leeward. 
If the French showed up in  force, Jamaica would fall. Spies in 
Cuba would alert the British should any major Spanish projects 
begin.

This allowed the Dons to  put together a large flota  in 1744 and 
dispatch it home in safety. Otherwise, they confined their 
activities to the Gulf of México; the Caracas Company continued 
shipping  to and from Venezuela and launched some reprisal  raids 
against British shipping in the Windwards.

However, the Leewards Squadron was able to harass  the Spanish 
Main as well, because during the hurricane season the capital 
ships were routinely sent down to Barbados, where they could 
patrol the gap between Grenada and Trinidad.

New Kid on the Block

News of France’s entry into the war came when the Biddeford 
(20) arrived at  Antigua on February 29th, 1744. Her convoy had 
been chased by French ships. Official confirmation came on May 
22nd (Antigua) and May 30th (Port Royal). By that time, the first 
Anglo-French fleet action  of the war had been fought, off Toulon 
(February 22nd, 1744).

The Leewards Station began 1744 with the following 
composition:

• Superb (60) Flag
• 50s – Severn, Argyle, Woolwich
• 40s – Lynn, Launceston (Flag), Hastings
• 20s – Biddeford, Deal Castle, Lyme
• plus Otter (14) and Comet bomb.

Launceston was  Warren’s summer flagship, and Hastings  also 
came from the American Station.

The Biddeford’s news was enough for Commodore Warren to 
order the Leewards Squadron out in pursuit of French shipping 
long before the official declaration of war was received.

Knowles took over from Warren at  the end of May, per 
arrangement. He had spent the winter fortifying English Harbour 
and other spots around Antigua. Now he continued the work, 
while dispersing his command on cruises and convoy duties.
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Richmond gives a representative example of a convoy operation 
from this  summer. The first sugar convoy that  year sailed on June 
17th. It consisted of 85 merchantmen and an escort of five ships: 
Superb, Severn, Otter, Scarborough, and Lyme. (Superb was 
technically the Leewards  flagship but Knowles had transferred to 
the Woolwich  since it needed careening and he was remaining at 
Antigua.) The whole escort accompanied the convoy 400 miles 
north of St. Maartens, and the Scarborough  and Lyme as far as 
latitude 34°. Scarborough  continued home with it since she was 
due for a break.

Other operations  included the blockade of Martinique, where 
Superb, Lynn, Deal Castle, Woolwich, Fame, Sea Horse, and 
Severn penned in 150 fully laden French merchantmen for 
months. Three French sloops were burned at Guadeloupe. In 
September, Superb, Argyle, Severn, Woolwich, and Lynn cruised 
to  windward to intercept a nonexistent French squadron. On 
October 1st, a French 24 was sunk in action under the guns of the 
enemy forts at Artois Bay – actually within  musket range of the 
shore.

The island of St. Barts and the French half of St. Martin  (it  was 
shared with the Dutch, and very nice for both of them, 
considering the Dutch were British allies who remained neutral 
and sold war materiel to the French) were occupied by the British 
volunteers from Anguilla.

In mid-October, Warren  took command again. He arrived at 
Barbados from New York and Knowles had to go and meet him. 
At the same time, a convoy of the Caracas Company was 
rumoured to be sailing from Puerto Cabello through the Mona 
Passage between Hispaniola and Puerto Rico – five ships, 
including two of the 60-gun class. Eager to take them, Knowles 
dispatched Superb, Severn, and Lynn, transferring his  flag into the 
dinky 20-gun Lyme for his rendezvous with Warren.

[The Caracas Company had three ‘navios’ – ships of 50+ guns – active in 
1744: Nuest’ Señora del Coro, El Guipuzcoana a.k.a. Nuest’ Señora de la 
Asunción,, and San José. The last two are the obvious choices for this 
convoy. There would have been either 2 frigata and a sloop, or 3 frigata 
accompanying them.]

Knowles never had any luck dealing with the Company. One ship  
(this author believes it to  have been the San José) fled into  St. 
Francis Bay and the others escaped. After returning to  Antigua 
with  Warren on December 13th, Knowles took the same three 
ships, plus two sloops and a zebec, and went over to burn the 
blockaded vessel. But he could not get into  the bay. Having no 
pilot, two of his  ships ran aground. Besides, the enemy ship lay 
under three shore batteries. Using the sloops  as fireships he tried 
to  burn it, without success. The few shots fired at extreme range 
had no effect. Knowles gave up.

In contrast to the Leewards, the Jamaica Station was tranquil. Just 
as well, since Admiral  Ogle (Admiral of the Blue as of June 1744) 
was strapped for resources. Substantial  reinforcements were to 
have been sent him, but  after various  problems arose elsewhere in 
the world, most did not arrive.

When Biddeford brought news of France’s belligerence at the end 
of March, 1744, the Admiral  promptly called in  his cruisers. 
There had been a minor scare in February when it was reported 
the Spanish planned to sortie and retake Roatán, but nothing more 
was heard of the scheme. At that time he had four ships stationed 
there (Montagu, Greenwich, Adventure, and Assistance).

Ogle had had no ships off La Habana for some time, so it was not 
until May 8th that he learned via ‘other means’ that the Spanish 
had sorted with nine ships and were cruising the Tortuga Banks. 
This was standard practice when awaiting  the Veracruz galleons, 
and the Admiral  chafed at  not being able to send out  his own ships 
and pluck such a juicy plum.

The idea of attacking Hispaniola was discussed again, but there 
were insufficient ships to carry out a descent on even one port. 
Out of the ten ships of the line based at Port Royal, only five were 
fit for sea. Like everywhere else in the theatre, the enemy had 
strengthened his defences. At Leógane, the only place an attack 
might  conceivably  be made with the ships to hand, it was 
estimated that the garrison had been upped to 1,500 or 2,000 
troops.

So, the Admiral  spent the month of June cruising the south side of 
Hispaniola with all the vessels  that  could be spared: Cumberland, 
Oxford, Prince of Orange, Montagu, and Greenwich. No results. 
Having suffered some damage from the weather, he took the 
Cumberland to Port Royal for repairs and split the squadron:

• Two ships  to cruise between Cap François and the ‘Wet 
Corcases’ (Caicos).

• Two ships to cruise between Cap Tiburon and Alto Velo (that is, 
along the south coast of Haiti  between longitude 74° and 
longitude 71°).

Ogle had only those four ships fit for sea.

In September, there was news of the French ships Neptune (74) 
and Fleuron  (64) at  Port Louis; they were supposed to be 
reinforced, or replaced… anyway, the French were said to have 
warships up there, but although Ogle sent  out three ships to 
investigate, there was never a sign of them, nor of the convoys 
they were supposed to be escorting. (They had been there all 
right, too sly to be caught.)

[Neptune and Fleuron escorted a few ships home to France; on January 
18th, 1745, they were pursued by the British in those waters but escaped 
when the latter would not close for action.]

Among some minor actions (Beatson records 1 Spanish, 23 
French prizes taken by the Leewards Station alone in  1744 – 
4,332 tons of shipping) there was one that took the British back  to 
Portobelo. The Triton brig had been  taken by a Spanish privateer 
working out of that port. The St. Albans (50) and  Falmouth (50) 
were sent to demand its return – a different Spanish governor had 
given the brig permission to trade! Tired of the Portobelo 
governor’s evasiveness, the British  bombarded the town for some 
hours, taking particular care to wreck the Governor’s house. On 
the way back to Jamaica they captured two privateers.

[Triton had been Captain Lowther’s vessel; it is not clear if he still 
commanded it, but given that two ships of the line were sent it must have 
been someone with influence.]

1744 was a bad year for hurricanes. In January, a convoy in the 
Gulf of Florida was hit and the Orford (70) wrecked on Inagua 
Island. The worst storm came later than normal, on October 20th, 
hammering Port Royal among other places. Two major ships were 
sunk  – Greenwich and  St. Albans –  plus the Bonetta sloop, 
Thunder bomb, and the hulk Lark. All but one of the other RN 
ships were badly damaged. The Prince of  Orange, Montagu, and 
Experiment were beached, but refloated. The only ship to survive 
untouched was the Rippon. Fortunately the rest  of the fleet was 
out cruising. 96 merchantmen were sunk or beached. Kingston 
was flattened and all  her wharves  destroyed. Even a newly built 
harbour fort collapsed. Though their loss is not ascribed to a 
hurricane, the Loo (40) & a prize vessel were also wrecked in the 
Bahama Straits.
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The Flota

Although the Barlavento  had been running  silver to La Habana 
since the start of the war, the Spanish had not shipped any of it 
home since the prewar convoy of 1739. Both the Crown’s and the 
various merchant houses’  accounts were falling into  arrears. 
Therefore, Don Rodrigo de Torres  was ordered to  return to  Spain 
with  as much silver as he could. This would be the largest such 
convoy of the war.

Left alone by the British, the Spanish had at last managed to 
muster a sizeable flota  and arrange for a general  rotation of ships 
and personnel. In fact, there was quite a lot of minor activity:

• Castilla and Europa  sailing from Veracruz to La Habana on 
January 14th. This pair routinely worked the Campeche coast, 
under Jefe d’Escuadra Espinola.

• Real Familia and Santiago likewise on January 17th.

• San Antonio and Nueva España, with two brigs, on February 
3rd.

• Then, on February 13th, Reina, Principe, Fuerte (#2), and the 
frigate San Criaco.

• On March 2nd, Glorioso, Real Familia, Santiago, San Luis, 
and the <French hire> Nomparel  frigate put out from La 
Habana to escort Bizarra, laden with treasure.

All these activities were in preparation for the departure of the 
flota.

De Torres had been under a cloud since 1741. He was not 
energetic enough. He did not ‘push’. He had completely failed to 
prevent the attack on Cartagena, or to  defeat Vernon, or to join 
forces with the French and attack Jamaica, or even to  keep the 
numbers of Spanish privateers from dwindling. The inhabitants of 
the Main were now enjoying British beef and rum, and wearing 
the latest style of uncomfortable ‘woollies’.

In 1742, he received orders  (dated August 7th) for his relief, and 
for the return of almost  the entire Havana Squadron to Spain. 
Those thirteen capital ships were sorely needed in Europe. 
However, Horcasitas, capitán general  of Cuba, was given the 
discretionary power to retain him and the squadron, which he did. 
With the British messing about at the other end of the Cuba that 
year, the squadron was needed where it  was. Later, the 
concentration of British ships at Port  Royal  was misinterpreted as 
preparation for a sweep against Spanish convoys, making for 
further delays.

France’s entry into  the war changed things. On August 2nd, 1744, 
orders were sent from Madrid for de Torres  to sail with just four 
ships and whatever convoy he could muster as soon as said orders 
were received (October), in the hopes that he could mate up with 
one of two French squadrons off the Azores for the most 
hazardous part of the journey – near to home.

Deceiving British spies with the story that the Havana Squadron 
was sortieing against  Jamaica, (only the Captain General was 
informed of the true plan) Don Rodrigo sailed in early  November, 
1744. He took with him:

• Glorioso, Principe – 70s
• Europa, Castilla – 60s
• Plus frigates Flecha and San Ciriaco (presumed British prize).

Glorioso  and Castilla carried 8.275 million pesos in  silver; some 
merchantmen carried 700,000 pesos more.

The actual  voyage was uneventful, barring a hurricane that struck 
Cuba and delayed the sailing. Principe, developing a severe leak, 
was forced to  shelter in the bay of San Francisco, at the western 

end of Puerto  Rico. The French were not  found, since their 
sweeps were out  of sync with the Spanish, and Europa  and the 
merchantmen became separated, but all  otherwise arrived safely 
by the end of the year.

[The official accounts amounted to 9 million pesos, but there was a lot of 
unregistered silver as well, so the full amount may have been nearer 12 
million pesos. De Torres’ sailing dates are confused, possibly due to 
aborted attempts and bad weather. To give some idea of the value of these 
sums, they enabled the Spanish Crown to pay for perhaps 2-3 years of 
wartime naval expenses.]

In the midst of this spate of activity, the British only managed  one 
successful (recorded) action against Spain:  the taking of the 
azogue ship Conde de Chinchón (24) by Rippon (60), as she was 
making a solo run from La Habana.

With the departure of Don Rodrigo, Jefe de Escuadra Andrés 
Reggio took command at La Habana. The squadron was down to 
nine capital ships, not all of them in commission:

• Real Familia (60), San Antonio (60), Invencible #2 (70), Fuerte 
#2  (60), hunting the British to  keep them from interfering with 
the flota.

• Reina (70), Santiago (60) at La Habana.

• Conquistador (60), Dragón (60), the first built at the La 
Habana yards, and the second newly arrived with a small 
convoy.

But  the Spanish grew stronger the following year, at least in 
numbers, with six new ships arriving at La Habana in April, 1745; 
raising the total number of capital ships to fifteen.

Rising Tempo

Sir Chaloner Ogle was himself now due for relief, having been 
four years on the job. His replacement, arriving with a convoy 
escort in February, 1745, was Vice Admiral of the Red Thomas 
Davers. Ogle left with the homebound convoy.

Richmond (vol.2 p. 200) gives the order of battle for April 1745 
as:

• Off Cap François – Strafford (80)
• Off Roatán – Plymouth (60)
• On Convoy – Enterprise (40), Rippon’s Prize (20) (ex-Conde 

de Chinchón)
• Off the Bastimientos (Panama coast) – Falmouth (50)
• Off the west end of Jamaica – Merlin sloop
• Off the east end of Jamaica – Blast bomb
• Windward Passage – Drake sloop
• Port  Royal – Cornwall (80), Prince of Orange (70), Adventure 

(44), Seahorse (20), Biddeford (20), Basilisk bomb

[Adventure was one of the rare ‘real’ frigates, recognisable in the 
accounts because she had 44 guns instead of 40 or 32. The differences 
extended to more than number of guns; the ships were of an entirely new 
class. Notice that Davers was so short of ships that he had to use an 80-
gunner as a cruiser. Seahorse and Biddeford were refitting at this time, 
while the rest of the rest of the ships at Port Royal were set aside as 
replacements for the vessels out on cruise.]

This list excludes the Leewards Squadron and the ships  of North 
America. The composition of the latter was about to change;  there 
were plans afoot to seize Acadia and Cape Breton from the 
French. But those operations are beyond the scope of this 
commentary.

All the same, some digression should be made, because of the 
light which it throws on the attitudes of the various  admirals. The 
proposal for an attack on Louisburg was  made by the governors of 
the New England states. They applied to the West Indies for aid 
since they had no capital ships. Ogle and Davers  decided they 
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could not help. They did not think much of the idea. Ogle even 
disdained to loan any of his homebound vessels, though he was 
passing  that way. Commodore Warren, on the other hand, was 
supportive. 

Warren, though a Royal Navy officer, was  for all intents and 
purposes an American. He had  served six years on the coast;  18 
years in the Navy. He owned much land in New York, and had 
married a Boston beauty. Warren could not spare many ships, but 
he promoted the scheme, and the Admiralty backed him up.

[Commodore Warren, though his decision risked his own career – he was 
thwarting the will of the Traders – rose to Vice Admiral of the White 
before the end of the war.]

Ultimately, Superb (60) – replacing Weymouth, which had been 
wrecked on Sandy Island, Antigua, shortly after returning to  the 
Caribbean (her pilot got two years in Marshalsea prison) – 
Mermaid (40), Launceston (40) and  Ruby (40) were sent from the 
Leewards Station. Warren accompanied the squadron. Knowles 
protested, but was overruled.

As a sop for kicking him out of the Superb, Warren allowed 
Knowles a subordinate captain; a subtlety which allowed 
Knowles a cut of any prize moneys. But Knowles  threw a 
tantrum, saying he now had ‘no ship’. Considering that Warren 
had given him the Severn (50) for his flag, and  that he had not 
minded rendezvousing with his superior the previous year aboard 
the sixth  rate, Lyme, this  was a bit  thick. Warren was forced to 
give him a direct order in the presence of witnesses. At that, 
Knowles campaigned among his captains, but, though 
sympathetic, they counselled him to obey ‘for the good of the 
service’. He went aboard the Severn.

After the campaign was over, Warren remained at Louisburg as 
Governor, promoted  to Rear Admiral of the Blue, and safely out 
of the clutches of the Windwards Syndicate. He did not send any 
ships back. As a replacement, London sent out Captain Henry 
Fitzroy Lee to be ‘Commodore and Commander-in-chief at 
Barbados and the Leeward Islands’  (the full title to the station). 
His instructions, dated February 20th, 1745, were the usual ones: 
secure British trade and make insecure the enemy’s trade.

Les Français Arrivent

Making up for lost time, the French were to send four convoys to 
the Caribbean in 1745. Their movements have been badly 
documented, not only in British sources, but in French ones as 
well. The following can be gleaned:

• Capitaine de Vaisseaux Charles Tubières Grimoard Pestel 
Lévis, Chevalier  et Marquis du Caylus  arrived at Martinique on 
March 28th. He had been appointed Governor of the 
Windwards and his squadron (Espérance (74), Northumberland 
(70), Trident (64), Serieux (64), Diamant (50), Aquillon (42), 
2-3 frigates, 2 bombs, and some fireships) was primarily an 
escort for him, though some merchants accompanied them with 
a load of Compagnies franches de la Marine.

• Capitaine Henri-François des  Herbiers, Marquis de 
L'Estenduère sailed directly  to Cap François from Europe, 
arriving in May, with escorts Juste (76), Caribou (60), Ardent 
(64), Alcide (66), and Mutine (26).

[British reports described this squadron as ‘two ships of 66, two of 56, 
one of 50, and one of 30 guns’.]

• Chef d’Escadre Jean-Baptiste Macnémara arriving October 
31st; escorts Invencible (74), Jason (36), Atalante (34). 

• Capitaine de vaisseaux du Guay, most likely arriving at the 
same time as Macnémara; escorts Magnanime (80), Rubis (54).

Du Guay and Macnémara may have sailed together, but 
apparently made landfall  separately; the former encountered the 
British off Martinique, with dire consequences, but  Macnémara 
seems to have sailed directly to Cap François.

The British had poor hunting, despite this  flow of enemy 
merchantmen. Commodore Lee, busy escorting a convoy, did not 
arrive at  Barbados until  May 13th. He brought with him the 
Suffolk (70) and two other ships of the line. In the interim, 
Knowles’  worst fears were being realised with the arrival of du 
Caylus. But, the danger was not as acute as the British believed. 
The French were merely reacting to the arrival of Vice Admiral 
Davers forces, which seemed to suggest another amphibious 
expedition – les Anglaise, they are mad for l’amphibie. The new 
governor would soon be fretting over the news from Loiusburg 
and thinking he should be doing something about it.

Nevertheless, Lee redeployed: Argyle (44) and Lyme (44) to 
Barbados to cruise, the rest  concentrated at Antigua, where a 
boom was laid across the harbour, covered by  Woolwich (50) and 
Severn (50). Additional batteries  were erected, using 41 guns from 
the wreck of the Weymouth. This was at English Harbour. On the 
other side of the island, at Falmouth Harbour, similar 
arrangements were made, using  Lynn (44) and Rippon (60) to 
guard the entrance. Hind sloop  cruised to leeward to screen  local 
trade and Fame sloop was sent to Guadeloupe to observe. Lynn 
soon  had to be sent away to calm the nervous governor of 
Barbados.

[This was the beginning of the development of Antigua as a major base; 
the Admiralty sent out 32-pounders to replace the 9-pounders Knowles 
was using, and made other recommendations.]

As a reserve were the Deal Castle (20), Otter sloop, and Comet 
bomb. Deal  Castle had been sent to New England in hopes  of 
gaining additional  reinforcements, but the authorities there 
delayed – the operation against Louisburg was in  full  swing – and 
she returned empty handed.

Though shorthanded, the British kept  up the pressure on enemy 
corsairs. The Merlin sloop  was especially distinguished in taking 
no  less than eight  privateers, some of them as heavily armed as 
she was.

Du Caylus was minded to capture the island of Anguilla, the most 
northern of the Lesser Antilles, in reprisal for the taking of St. 
Maarten’s the year before. What impact that might  have had on 
offshore banking in the 21st Century is speculative – he was 
defeated.

On May 21st, the French sent a small squadron to the island (a 
36-gun and a 30-gun frigate, and three privateers) with a landing 
party of 700 from Martinique, commanded by a capitaine Fouché 
or Touche. The local militia, consisting of the white servants of 
the planters – no more than 150 men – positioned themselves 
behind a breastwork up in one of the passes of the island and 
routed the landing party, inflicting  losses  of 35 killed and 65 
wounded. The French captain was wounded. Commodore Lee 
reacted by sending out the Dreadnought (60), Deal Castle, and 
Lyme, but of course could not catch Fouché.

[Beatson says the French lost 32 killed, 25 wounded, and 50 prisoners.]

The attack on Anguilla was the only aggressive move made by the 
French, other than the inevitable privateering. 

The arrival of so many French warships  also put Admiral  Davers 
in  a sweat. He had reports that, after shipping 1,500 volunteers 
from Martinique to Hispaniola, a portion of the French force (two 
74s, three 64s, and a 36-gun frigate) was now cruising off Cuba, 
but he lacked the strength to  challenge it. All very well to say they 
were just covering their own merchantmen, but what  if they had 

90



some nefarious scheme afoot?  A plot for revolt was revealed 
among the Jamaican negroes.

[Richmond points out that this was the weakness of dividing the Jamaica 
and Leewards commands – it was impossible to concentrate forces. In 
consequence, the smaller French squadrons could keep the British 
guessing. But the nature of the theatre, with the constant Trade Winds 
blowing east to west, meant a divided command was better for most 
purposes than a unified one. The weakness of the arrangement was 
balanced by the hidebound doctrine of the Bourbon navies.]

The French squadron must  have been that of capitaine de 
vaisseaux Hubert de Brienne, comte de Conflans, escorting the 
homebound trade of Hispaniola. He left  for France on June 12th. 
He arrived home just as the British reinforcements being sent to 
deal with him were fitting out. He also snapped up three British 
prizes enroute.

Conflans, a famous name in French  naval history, was at this time 
just  another captain under du  Caylus’ command. (He was, 
however, a nobleman, and a skilful publicist; there was no 
question of his remaining in obscurity for long.)

The ships off Cuba were probably a mix of du Caylus’ and 
l'Estenduère’s  ships, the bulk  of them probably the former’s, since 
l'Estenduère kept  his  own schedule and left with the Hispaniola 
trade on August 5th, while Davers’ ships were ‘down’ for repairs.

The 74s will have certainly included Northumberland, Conflans’ 
own vessel. Espérance is preferred over Juste, which will have 
been l'Estenduère’s ship. Of the 64s, if they really were 64s, 
Trident, Serieux, and Ardent  are indicated. The frigate may have 
been one that came with du Caylus, or a privateer. It appears that 
all of l'Estenduère’s remaining ships (Juste, Caribou, Ardent, 
Alcide, and Mutine) also left the theatre. De l’Etanduère sent his 
convoy on ahead and paused to take five British privateers that 
had been lurking in the vicinity of Saint-Domingue.

With the departure of both sides’  summer convoys, Commodore 
Lee sent his best ships  to cruise the Spanish Main, where he met 
Vice Admiral of the Blue Isaac Townsend, who arrived  at 
Barbados on August 30th, bringing a large reinforcement from the 
Mediterranean. After the Battle of Toulon in February, part of the 
French squadron had broken out – and turned up at Martinique) –
while what was left  behind was a minimal threat; ships could 
therefore (barely) be spared:

• Dorsetshire (80) flag
• Princessa, Lenox, Worcester  – 70s
• Ipswich (70 or 60)
• Pembroke, Kingston – 60s
• Hampshire (50)

Despite following the French, Townsend had not actually been 
sent in pursuit. He was here because the Leewards Planters 
petitioned the Duke of Newcastle for more protection – he was 
originally to  command the Leewards exclusively, and not 
Jamaica, whose Planters had been remiss  in their lobbying. Later, 
though, he was ordered to leave sufficient force in the Leewards 
and serve under Davers.

Since the French appeared to be gone, Townsend turned to the 
second page of his instructions, tacked on by  the Administration 
without the Planters’ approval. These were to  attempt  the seizure 
of some of the more lucrative French or Spanish islands. The two 
islands of choice were St. Lucia and Puerto Rico. The first was 
not colonised, but claimed by the Duke of Montagu by a charter 
from George I and possessed of excellent harbours. The second 
was rather more of a job. Unfortunately, the local governors in  the 
Leewards, who would have to provide the troops, were given final 
authority.

The Governor of St. Kitts concluded he had no troops to spare. (A 
truthful excuse covering the fact  that  he did not want competition 
from new settlements.) He recommended the elimination of the 
French trade around Martinique and the starvation of that island. 
The naval authorities deemed this impracticable.

The Governor of Barbados was willing, but  wanted  Tobago, or a 
raid on  Trinidad instead. At least he was honest enough to admit 
he did not want competition from a new colony at St. Lucia.

From Barbados, Townsend sailed to Antigua, arriving September 
21st, and taking Pembroke (60) and Woolwich (50) under his 
wing. After hearing all arguments, he decided the best course was 
to  blockade Martinique after all – not  to destroy the place, but to 
wage economic warfare. Cruising began on October 3rd and had 
great success, freezing the shipping of Martinique, Guadeloupe, 
and Dominica.

Then, on the 31st of October, a heavier blow was dealt the French. 
The Hind, scouting for Townsend’s main body, spotted  about 40 
sail off the south side of Martinique. Townsend ordered his  ships 
to  close. Blowing off the paltry escort  (Magnanime (80) and 
Rubis (54), under capitaine du Guay), the British rampaged 
through the convoy. Many ships escaped by sailing straight on 
downwind, but many more were driven ashore, and 14 were 
captured outright.

Magnanime and Rubis  both grounded, the latter deliberately when 
attacked by the Lenox, under the guns of Fort Royal; the former 
by  accident under a secondary battery. Townsend continued the 
slaughter into the next day, until  there were no more merchantmen 
in  reach. An attempt by Ipswich and Dreadnought to destroy 
Rubis failed. Magnanime had already been refloated. The final 
tally was at least 30 enemy sail captured, burnt, or sunk.

This victory, coupled with the fact that there were believed to be 
no  more than three French warships  in the area, allowed 
Townsend to send Lenox and Worcester  to Jamaica, and to begin 
cruising to windward of Martinique, so as to  intercept future 
French convoys at sea. Two ships watched Martinique, and five 
more cruised the islands between Dominica and Barbados 
(working out of Prince Rupert’s Bay). Commodore Lee was 
allowed four ships to escort the homebound trade. In November, 
Townsend shifted his base to Barbados.

[Notice that he did not join Davers, where he would have been in a 
subordinate role, twiddling his thumbs.]

In actual fact there were five French ships  of consequence in the 
Antilles: Magnanime and  Rubis at Martinique, and Macnémara’s 
three ships, Invincible (74), Jason (54), Atalante (34) frigate, at 
Hispaniola (probably at Cap François).

[Some sources give Macnémara a count of 5 ships by adding more 2 
frigates, possibly privateers.]

Davers was still bound to Port  Royal. Not only was he unable to 
intercept the French autumn convoys, he could do nothing to 
prevent jefe de escuadra Reggio sortieing from La Habana with 
five ships  (out of 11 available) and cruising the north shore of. 
Unable to match either enemy, the best the British admiral could 
do was ensure his homebound convoys had strong escorts.

It will be remembered he Spanish 70, Principe, had been forced to 
take shelter in the bay of San Francisco. Now virtually a hulk, she 
was under watch by three British ships. Reggio  sallied in an effort 
to  drive them off and recover the cargo of silver. Taking  part were 
Reina (70), Invencible (70), Real Familia (60), San Antonio (60), 
and the frigate Nuestra Señora de la Peña.  Giving out that he 
was bond for Cartagena to escort  a troop convoy, Reggio instead 
sailed to Puerto Rico. There (March 25th, 1745), he found the 
British gone and quickly unloaded the Principe.
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During his return journey to  Cuba, the Spanish admiral had the 
rare delight of pursuing those same three British ships. He arrived 
at La Habana on April 10th. Real Familia and Fuerte (60) were 
then sent on a fifteen day cruise off Puerto Rico.

The receipt of Lenox and  Worcester helped Davers. In September 
of 1745, the Vice Admiral  conducted a ten-week cruise of his 
own, to the windward of Jamaica, but without any encounters. 
This cruise exhausted his supplies and bound the squadron to Port 
Royal for some months more; it  missed out on a chance to 
intercept a convoy of six ships of the Caracas Company that 
sailed in December. One of Davers’  subordinates, however, would 
be given a chance of glory.

Townsend in  the Leewards had more luck. His command took a 
20-gun French privateer and five St. Eustatia Dutchmen 
smuggling  contraband to Martinique. Though allies of Britain, the 
Dutch made a lot of money selling naval stores and luxury items 
to  the French. With Martinique under blockade, even staples 
became valuable cargo. By treaty the British had the right to 
board, search, and capture ships engaged running blockades.

[Since ninety-nine times out of a hundred merchant ships never attempted 
to resist it was unlikely that a nasty incident would occur between the so-
called allies.]

Like the French, the British also dispatched separate convoys 
from the western and eastern Caribbean. A convoy from the 
Leewards took Severn and Woolwich away from the station, but it 
had an uneventful voyage. The Jamaica convoy, sailing on 
December 8th, had a run-in with the French.

In addition to 32 merchantmen, there were the Strafford (60), 
Plymouth (60), and Lyme (20), under command of Captain 
Cornelius Mitchell.

At 6am on December 26th, the convoy was 30 miles west-by-
north of Cap Nicholas (the tip of the northern arm of Haiti). Lyme 
was leading, ahead of Strafford, with Plymouth detached  to the 
rear, playing sheep dog. Lyme signalled ‘fleet to south and east’, 
Mitchell, on  the Strafford, ordered the escort to  close and the 
convoy to hold their place.

At 11am, the sail were seen to  be French: three warships 
(Invincible, Jason, Atalante) and 23 merchantmen –  a convoy  
from Cap François, bound for Petit Goave, and under the 
command of Macnémara. At noon, a breeze came up and the 
French merchants headed for the bight of Leógane, screened by 
their escort.

Around 3pm, Plymouth came back into line and Mitchell, after 
assuring himself his captains were eager to engage, ordered the 
attack. At 4pm the French fired the first broadside.

From 4pm to 6pm the ships  were in constant action. Macnémara 
did not stand, or manoeuvre for advantage, but slowly retired in 
front of his retreating convoy. The British held the weather gauge 
and would not give it up. But they did not close. At the end of the 
two hours  Mitchell  decided to break off the action. Macnémara 
followed them for a little, chasing down three of the more 
unhandy British merchantmen and bringing them to port.

The French source, Guérin, asserts Macnémara fought the British 
off alone in the Invincible, ordering the others  to  shepherd the 
convoy. This  makes  sense, as she was a 74, capable of taking 
punishment, and Macnémara did not let himself be 
outmanoeuvred. Other sources indicate the other French ships 
came back and helped, which is equally likely –  witness the 
taking of three enemy merchantmen. Richmond and other British 
sources appear to think all three, or at least  two, French ships 
fought in the battle line.

[From the tally of the damage, Lyme seems also to have remained 
unengaged – she was only a 6th rate, after all.]

At the time, little notice was taken of this affair, but two years 
later, Mitchell found himself under court martial and the matter 
was raked up. His argument was that  he was in the Windward 
Passage with a valuable convoy; he had tried engaging the 
French, but  when it  was apparent Macnémara was not making any 
mistakes – Mitchell  may also have felt himself outgunned, 
although this is  debatable – he withdrew. The captain was 
acquitted on this charge, but would be found guilty on a second 
one, of much the same nature.

At the other end of the Caribbean, the Spanish continued to keep a 
low profile. July  of 1745 was an active month, with Bizarra 
sailing to  Veracruz and Fuerte and Conquistador, aided by some 
French privateers, conducting sweeps. Seven British corsairs were 
netted.

Reina, Invencible, and Real Familia sortied to help the above 
mentioned ships hunt a British convoy in the Old Bahama 
Channel (giving Admiral  Davers heartburn) – but  without success. 
Similar sweeps became a feature of Reggio’s command.

In October of 1745, jefe d’escuadra Espinola was dispatched to 
Spain with a small flota carrying 4  million pesos, but had to  turn 
back due to bad weather; he was then  pinned to La Habana by 
fears of British interference. Though several  vessels would 
manage solo or paired runs over the next few years, no further 
flotas sailed for the remainder of the war.

1746
1746 was the year of Rocoux, the biggest battle of the war to date, 
which took place in the Low Countries. It also saw the end of the 
Jacobite Rising in Britain, which released some naval forces for 
use elsewhere. However, the Admiralty kept  their mind on Home 
waters. This was to pay off handsomely, but affected the 
Caribbean only indirectly.

The Pelham Administration fell as a result of its inept handling of 
the Jacobite crisis, which made King George look bad. The new 
Ministry  was that of the Earl  of Bath, formerly Walpole’s old 
rival, William Pulteney, leader of the Patriots (yes, he finally 
made it). But  with him, the Government finally hit rock bottom. 
Bath’s ministry lasted exactly ‘48 hours, three quarters, seven 
minutes, and eleven seconds’. He was jokingly praised for having 
made no mistakes during his term and for leaving the Treasury 
exactly as he found it. The King reluctantly asked the Pelhams to 
return; Henry would remain ‘prime minister’  for the rest of the 
war, and beyond.

[Walpole reputedly greeted his rival in the House of Lords, ‘well, here we 
are, the two most useless men in England’.]

In the Caribbean, the French  presence grew, but  at the same time 
their trade suffered severely. Spain, for her part, was nearly out of 
the war. Her Italian campaign had backfired, and she was  soon to 
have a new king, who began seeking ways out of the conflict. 
Only the unchronicled privateering waxed hotter than ever.

Out of Step

Admiral Townsend did not remain at the Leewards Station for 
long. Despite the protests  of the Sugar Lobby, the Government 
ordered him to reinforce Warren at Louisburg.

Thanks to difficulties with  the weather, he did not depart until 
May 9th, 1746, taking with him Dorsetshire, Pembroke, 
Princessa, Kinsale, Kingston, Hampshire, and Hind. (Some of 
these had come out with another convoy during the winter.)
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Townsend’s first attempt at departure took place in January, with a 
different mix of vessels, but met with  a storm that forced a return 
to  St. Kitts. The ships Ipswich  and Princessa  were the worst hit 
and had to be sent to England for extensive repairs. Ipswich could 
not even rendezvous with  the squadron but  sailed on alone in 
critical condition:

‘In this storm, the Ipswich lost her fore-mast, main-mast, mizen-top-mast, 
top-sail, and cross-jack yards; her boats were all stove, and eighteen guns 
thrown overboard to ease the ship. She was several times pooped by very 
heavy seas which carried away the stern and quarter galleries, and all the 
bulkheads of the Captain and Officers cabbins [sic]. But the greatest 
distress of all was, the loss of her rudder; which, notwithstanding the 
strength of the chains, was washed away, so that the ship was tossed about 
at the mercy of the waves. In this emergency, several experiments were 
tried to steer the ship, but to no effect; when a machine was contrived by 
one Andrew Anderson, a Scotsman, at the time when the whole crew were 
almost reduced to despair. They were restricted to a quart of water each 
man per day; were obliged to eat raw meat for nearly three weeks; and 
after being fatigued with duty, when they went to their hammocks, their 
rest was very uncomfortable, all the bedding being drenched with sea 
water, Add to this, that coming directly from a warm climate, the cold they 
experienced rendered many of the crew unfit fir duty: even the jury-masts 
which they had set up, were sprung in several places. They arrived at 
Plymouth, the 22nd of April; the storm continuing almost the whole of the 
voyage. Fifty men died on the passage, and two hundred were sent to the 
hospital, most of whom never recovered.’

Beatson, p. 318.

Commodore Fitzroy Lee resumed command. At his disposal 
remained:

• Suffolk (70)
• Dreadnought (60)
• Argyle, Woolwich, Severn, Sutherland – 50s
• Gosport (44)
• Frigates Lyme (20), Richmond (20), and Comet bomb.

[Sutherland and Gosport arrived February 8th. Richmond was a 
purchased prize.]

The French were now no match for Lee. Rubis and  Magnanime 
were isolated at Martinique and in any case were slated to escort  a 
convoy of 40 sail, if it could escape the vigilance of the British. 
Macnémara, delayed by the fight  with Mitchell, was preparing to 
head for home. A new convoy with four more escorts  (Terrible 
(74), Neptune (58), Alcion (50), and  Gloire (46) under Conflans) 
was expected from France, but united action was not possible.

In early  February, Lee was warned the French at Martinique were 
making preparations for sailing, and clamped down on the island, 
even turning away neutral shipping. But, the new convoy escaped 
before Lee arrived. Its members decided to join Macnémara and 
head for home in a single body.

For the same reason – the fact that he lacked the resources to 
maintain a constant watch – Lee missed the inbound convoy 
which arrived in  early June. Having only the Dreadnought and 
Woolwich  to windward of Martinique, and they with orders to 
intercept a pair of French South Sea Company ships, Lee left port 
too late and spent  a fruitless month cruising for ships that had 
already arrived. He found the convoy at Fort  Royal  on the 20th of 
June (Conflans arriving there on the 16th).

[The source for the ‘South Sea Company’ ships is Richmond. The 
existence of a French South Sea Company at this date is unconfirmed. 
Such a company did exist (founded in 1698 by a St Malo privateer who 
was also intimately connected with the French East India Company, but 
there appear to be no records for it after the founder’s death in 1731. It is 
unlikely Richmond would mistake them for ships of the French East Indies 
Company. The Company had a contract to trade with Chile and Perú.]

Lee had only a few days provisions, so he could not  blockade 
Martinique, instead sailing down to Barbados to meet  some new 

store-ships. Conflans left for Hispaniola on June 22nd. The 
French were not looking for a fight. During the passage from 
Europe an epidemic broke out among the crews of the Terrible 
and Neptune; 800 of the crew fell ill and over 500 had to be 
hospitalised at Martinique.

Commodore Lee’s story  was repeated in the Windward Passage. 
First, Davers  sent out Mitchell  in  the spring to intercept the 
convoy leaving Leógane, but Macnémara left early. Mitchell  then 
cruised off Cap François until mid-May, ran low on provisions, 
and returned to Port Royal. Mid-June, Port Royal was alerted to 
the sailing  of Conflans’  convoy from France and Mitchell was 
rushed out again on June 15th in case the French made it past Lee.  
The French were just  making landfall at Martinique when he 
sortied.

Mitchell’s command consisted of:

• Strafford flag, Lenox, Plymouth, Worcester – 60s
• Falmouth (50)
• Torrington (40)
• Milford (44)
• Seahorse (24)

[Seahorse appears to have been detached prior to the action described 
below; she does not appear in it.]

Davers complicated Mitchell’s job by first of all saddling him 
with  a large homebound convoy before he cruised off Cap 
Nicholas to intercept the enemy’s homebound June traffic. 
Conflans, meanwhile, proceeded without incident to Port Louis.

Mitchell saw his convoy safely through the Windward  Passage, 
detaching Falmouth (50) and Torrington (40) to remain with it. 
By the 9th of July he was cruising off Cap Nicholas as planed. On 
the 26th, the Drake sloop arrived from Jamaica with a warning 
from Davers that Conflans had escaped Lee’s clutches. Mitchell 
was to cruise the Grand Anse (the gulf enclosed by the Haitian 
peninsulas) from Cap Nicholas to Cap Tiburon.

Mitchell sent the Drake south  to scout  Port Louis, but on the 28th 
she encountered Conflans  just getting started on his return journey 
to  France – 93 sail  and his four escorts. Picking off a straggler, 
Drake hastened north to warn Mitchell, meeting the captain off 
the coast between Cap Nicholas and Gonâve on August 1st. The 
British set course to intercept the French.

Around 3pm on August 14th, Mitchell spied Conflans to  leeward. 
Though he had the advantage of the wind, they were light, and 
Mitchell was unable to close before night fell.

Now, Mitchell habitually sought his captains’ advice. This can be 
a good trait, and it can be a bad one. It depends on the man. On 
this  occasion, they gave good advice – wait until dawn to  engage, 
but stick close to the enemy all night. Unfortunately  he chose to 
do  otherwise, withdrawing farther north. At  his court martial 
(another habit of his) he said he knew where the French were 
going, so what need of keeping  his crews on tenterhooks all night. 
Uh huh.

[The present author made that mistake on a training exercise long, long 
ago. Not smart.]

The following <long> excerpt is  from Richmond, Vol.3, pp.54-58. 
It is  included verbatim as it gives a good idea of the conduct of a 
sea fight – even though Mitchell flubbed it. The reason the 
account is so detailed, of course, is that  it comes from the court 
martial proceedings.

‘At 6 A.M. on the 4th [OS] the enemy bore about S.E. and was from six to 
nine miles distant. There was a light breeze between east and south during 
the forenoon and Mitchell, keeping close hauled, slightly improved his 
position bringing the bearing of the enemy from S.E. to S.S.E. The French 
picked up a light southerly breeze and brought it along with them; 
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Mitchell, with his squadron heading to the eastward, waited for them with 
his maintopsail aback. The breeze died down however before the 
squadrons had closed, and when it came up again at about half-past two 
in the afternoon it settled down to its true direction E.N.E. Conflans then 
hauled his wind, and Mitchell also made sail by the wind. But now doubts 
and anxieties began to assail him. He feared the enemy was “intending to 
gain the weather gage” and to fight at a long range at which the heavy 
38-pounders of the French would give them an advantage. He therefore 
sent one of his officers, Lord Bellenden, down the line to ask all the 
captains whether it would not be best to try and get the wind of the enemy. 
As so frequently occurred, all the captains gave the answer the 
Commodore's question invited, and agreed. Mitchell therefore went about 
and stood to the northward. Conflans, seeing that he had nothing to fear 
for his convoy, now tacked to the southward to rejoin it.

There were not a few officers who considered that Mitchell had it in his 
power to engage the enemy that afternoon and that he threw away the 
chance. At the same time let it be allowed that the gaining of the weather 
gage was a tactical doctrine much insisted upon, and that situated as 
Mitchell was, the French could not get through the Windward Passage 
without fighting him. He held a secure position which they must force, and 
he may well have considered that he had no reason to throw away any 
advantage for the sake of bringing them to action in a hurry.

By 4 o'clock Mitchell had made so much northing that he could fetch to 
windward of the enemy; he therefore tacked and stood after Conflans till 
dark, when he called all his captains on board and held a council of war, 
at which it was agreed to continue to work to get the wind of the enemy, 
especially “to prevent them from engaging in what manner they pleased”: 
and not to fight a night action. At 11 P.M. he tacked to the northward.

Next morning at daylight the wind was east and the enemy was seen to the 
S.S.W. about twelve miles distant. Mitchell tacked to the southward, 
formed line [Worcester, Lenox, Strafford, Plymouth, Milford] and made 
all the sail he could towards the enemy, but in ordering Captain Andrews 
of the 'Worcester ' to lead, he could not forbear indulging in his fatal habit 
of asking for opinions. At 9 o'clock he hailed him and asked whether he 
thought they should now bear away and engage, to which Andrews replied 
“the sooner the better.” The Commodore therefore ordered him to lead 
large. Shortly afterwards Conflans went about to the southward. At noon 
when the French bore S.W., six or seven miles distant, the wind which had 
been gradually dying away fell altogether, and both squadrons lay 
becalmed till nearly 3 o'clock. Then a small breeze sprang up, and 
Mitchell continued to bear down on the enemy, but at the same time he 
sent Bellenden down the line with a message to Andrews telling him that if 
he could not get down to the enemy while there were still two clear hour's 
daylight he wished him to bring to to windward of them. Some mistake 
seems to have arisen in delivering this message, for on receiving it the 
'Worcester' brought to at once, and Bellenden was sent a second time with 
the message with the addition that he left it to Andrews to carry the 
squadron down as he thought proper. The 'Worcester' on this made sail 
again.

In the meantime the 'Drake’ which was some distance to the northward, 
had been detached at about 2 o'clock to cut off one of the French convoy 
which had slipped away and now bore N.N.W. Conflans at once sent a 
light frigate after her, and at 4 o'clock, Mitchell sent the 'Milford' to 
support the 'Drake.' As the British squadron was now standing towards 
the enemy and there appeared every hope of bringing them to action if 
they continued on this course, Mitchell's action in detaching one of his 
more important ships for a trivial duty while he still had the business of 
beating the enemy excited the greatest surprise, and Captain Rich of the 
'Milford' did not hesitate subsequently to say that “some thought he was 
sent as a pretence to avoid engaging.” The result might well be held to 
justify the suspicion, for about half-an-hour to an hour later, when the 
'Milford' had got some two miles to the northward, and the two squadrons 
were only about three miles apart, Mitchell hailed Captain Dent of the 
'Plymouth' and asked him whether it were not now too late to engage. To 
this Dent replied that it would be if he waited for the 'Milford' to rejoin; 
and Mitchell, saying that he considered it necessary to wait for her, asked 
whether it would not therefore be best to bring to for the night and wait to 
windward till daylight. What Dent replied, or whether he received this 
message is uncertain; Mitchell asserted that he agreed it was the best 
course to pursue. But whatever may be the truth, Mitchell hailed the 
'Lenox' and told Captain Lawrence it was his and Dent's opinion that 
there would not now be daylight enough to go down to the French – he 
made no mention of the condition which Dent made regarding the 

'Milford’s’ rejoining – and that if Lawrence were of the same opinion he 
should ask Andrews what he thought, and if he also agreed, the 
Commodore would bring to. Such indecision and complete abdication of 
leadership are fortunately rare.

Without waiting for the replies to his string of leading questions, Mitchell 
signalled to the 'Worcester' and 'Lenox’ to shorten sail and haul to the 
wind, and immediately afterwards he put the 'Strafford' about and formed 
line to the northward the wind had just come to east followed by the two 
ships in their stations. Conflans stood a little further to the southward 
until he could fetch into Mitchell's wake; he then went about and pressing 
sail began to chase. He must have seen that he had a most half-hearted 
adversary and resolved to drive him far enough off to ensure the safety of 
his own convoy for another night.

The 'Milford' and 'Drake' rejoined before dark, and Mitchell redistributed 
his ships, ordering the 'Lenox’ to bring up the rear of the line instead of 
'Worcester,' and placing the 'Plymouth' and 'Milford' ahead. He now had 
his whole force with him, and there still remained about an hour's 
daylight.

Shortly after the French had gone about, the wind shifted to the 
southward, with a nice breeze. The enemy came up fast and by 8 o'clock 
Conflans, who was leading [Terrible (74)], was up to and engaging the 
'Lenox' [firing commenced at 7:15pm; Conflans reported putting three 
broadsides into Lenox before she replied]; his next astern also got into 
action with the 'Lenox’ which had to sustain the fire of the two French 
ships unaided, for Mitchell continued under sail and instead of assisting 
his rear ships, bore up and edged to leeward. This running fight continued 
until between 9 and 10; after that time Captain Lawrence stated that he 
never saw the stern lights of the Commodore [supposedly it was put out on 
Mitchell’s orders ‘to prevent the enemy from following’!]; Conflans, 
having made certain that his convoy was safe, and that he had 
considerably reduced the strength and mobility of the British squadron, 
bore up and returned to the merchant ships.

Mitchell's squadron was now scattered. When the firing ceased the 
Commodore hailed the 'Plymouth,' which had kept with him, and asked 
where the 'Lenox' was; to which Dent replied "Astern of the ‘Worcester,' 
and now on our starboard quarter." Mitchell then brought to, and the 
'Plymouth,' which went to find the 'Lenox' picked her up at 1 A.M. some 
way to the northward, whither she had gone not knowing the Commodore 
had brought to. At daylight the 'Lenox' rejoined.

Her crew felt that they had been shamefully deserted and when the 
'Strafford' passed her in the morning the whole ship's company of the 
'Lenox' saluted her with three "dumb holloas," followed by three loud 
cheers for the 'Worcester' who passed immediately afterwards – a 
demonstration which showed the state of feeling in the squadron.

The day was spent by the British squadron waiting for the 'Lenox’ to 
repair her damages. The French had devoted most of their attention to her 
spars and both her fore and main masts were shot through and her rigging 
much cut about, but her losses in men were slight. The French on the other 
hand were little damaged aloft – what loss they sustained is unknown – 
and were able to spend the day working to windward.

For the next two days Mitchell tacked between Cape Maize and Cape 
Nicholas without seeing the enemy; at daylight on the 9th August [OS] he 
caught sight of them again, now dead to windward and a good way off. All 
day he tacked to endeavour to come up with them. On the morning of the 
10th [OS] Tortuga was in sight bearing eastwardly, and Mitchell had 
shortened his distance considerably and nearly come up to the enemy, the 
'Strafford' and 'Milford' being to windward of the other three ships. 
Conflans, who had his squadron well together, bore up and stood down; 
but Mitchell did not wait for him. He at once dropped to leeward to join 
the remainder of the squadron, and Conflans, as before, hauled his wind 
again and rejoined his merchant fleet. So the chase continued for four 
more days, the French Commodore steadily maintaining his position 
between his charge and the enemy. Then at last at noon on the I3th [OS] 
Mitchell saw the whole convoy sail serenely into Cape François, followed 
by their escort.

This deplorable exhibition of irresolution and shyness on the part of the 
British Commodore surely needs no comment. The part played by the 
French Commander is more interesting. He deserves all the praise he 
received for the mixture of boldness and skill with which he shepherded 
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his convoy of over 90 sail for ten whole days, mostly in comparatively 
restricted waters and all the time working to windward.

He started with a disadvantageous position ; he exposed his convoy to no 
risks; he made the most of every mistake of Mitchell's. But a criticism 
which may be invited is that, when he had got his convoy into safety in 
Cape François, he did not, seeing what a half-hearted antagonist he had 
to deal with, come out and give him battle and clear the way for his 
homeward journey. There are, however, arguments why he should not have 
done so. He had the whole voyage to Europe ahead of him, and even if he 
defeated Mitchell there were still lions in the path which, with his 
squadron disabled, might make short work of his convoy. The destruction 
of Mitchell's squadron would not necessarily clear his way, and he 
certainly acted in conformity with the doctrine of convoy protection as 
practised both by the French and ourselves at the time. He lost one ship 
only in the course of the chase, a straggler which was captured by the 
'Drake,' as for Mitchell, he continued cruising for a few days off Cape 
François till sickness and lack of water after the two months at sea 
obliged him to return to Port Royal where he anchored on August 19th 
[OS].’

[Interestingly, the French believed the British 60s to be an 80, two 70s, ad 
a 60. French sources also mention about a dozen British privateers. It is 
highly unlikely these were anywhere in the vicinity; the reference, if 
accurate, would be to enemy ships supposed to be operating in the area, 
and therefore a risk to Conflans.]

Mitchell dodged a bullet, at least  for a while. The rage against  him 
in  England was high, and his own subordinates were disgusted 
with  him. Admiral  Davers, however, put off any inquiry for two 
months, and then very conveniently died of Yellow Fever. 
Mitchell, as senior captain, took over the station. He immediately 
began covering his rear quarters.

Conflans would be rewarded with promotion to chef d’escuadre 
and (eventually) the governorship of Saint-Domingue and the 
Leewards.

[He was captured in 1747, enroute to his post, and not freed until the 
peace.]

In Europe, the French had already sallied with a new force, but 
this  one seemed bound for Nova Scotia, and so it proved –  it was 
d’Anville’s ill-fated attempt to retake Louisburg. Mitchell felt safe 
refitting his  ships  to escort the next  British convoy, due to sail the 
third week in  October. Conflans sailed away on September 7th, 
with orders to rendezvous with d’Anville.

On the Leeward station Commodore Lee now had little to  do. 
After failing to catch Conflans he sailed to Barbados to sit out the 
hurricane season, sending ships (Suffolk, Sutherland, and 
Dreadnought) to cruise the Main, as usual. Grenada, a French 
island at the time, was now a target. The passage between there 
and Tobago was heavily patrolled by the British. Hampshire, a 
loaner, was sent to Cape Breton.

On September 1st, the Leewards Squadron sailed back to Antigua. 
Lee kept his main force (the Suffolk, etc. plus the Gosport) at that 
island and sent his light vessels to cruise about Martinique.

Lee, like every other British commander, still suffered from a 
shortage of ‘cruisers’. He had only three: Lyme (24), Richmond 
(20), and  Saxon sloop. Thus, after sailing on November 9th to 
intercept the French homebound convoy, he missed the inbound 
one, escorted  by capitaine Emmaneul-Auguste de Cahideuc, 
Comte du Bois de la Motte.

La Motte commanded the escorts  Magnanime (74), Alcide (64), 
and Arc-en-Ciel  (54). After putting in to  Fort  Royal, Martinique, 
and leaving part of his  convoy (about 20 ships) to disperse its 
goods from there, on the 28th of November La Motte headed with 
the rest of the convoy, about 64 sail, plus  the Magnanime (74) and 
Étoile (48), to Hispaniola.

Lee pursued with two ships, Suffolk and another 60-gunner. 
(Some French sources say the British had four ships.) La Motte 
sent Étoile on with about 40 sail toward Port Louis  and  prepared 
to  engage Lee alone in the Magnanime. The rest of the convoy 
headed for Cap François, on the north coast of Hispaniola.

[Alcide and Arc-en-Ciel did not take part in the action described below.  
However, they feature a subsequent convoy battle taking place in 
February 1747, when with La Motte was marshalling the shipping around 
Hispaniola, so they either sailed with the portion of the convoy that 
travelled direct to Cap François, avoiding the British, or they remained at 
Martinique and brought the Windwards convoy to La Motte  at Cap 
François early in 1747 – at which point only Étoile is missing from the 
list, probably because she remained at Port Louis or Leógane after having 
escorted her fraction of the convoy there.]

The chase began on the morning of the 29th. By 4pm the British 
had closed, and La Motte and Lee fought an inconclusive duel 
throughout the night and into the following day. Reportedly,  
Magnanime was a beast to handle. She could not haul close to the 
wind  in poor weather (and all the French ships suffered from 
having small crews). About 4pm on the 30th, Lee missed the 
French (or, according to some sources, simply abandoned the 
chase) and returned to base, hoping to  catch some of the 
homebound ships at Martinique.

[Six (or four) French prizes were taken during the pursuit of La Motte, but 
by privateers, not Lee.]

Anchoring at  Basseterre on the 11th of December, the 
Commodore was chagrined to see the Martinique convoy sailing 
away to the north. He pursued to latitude 21° (about level with  the 
Turks and Caicos) but could not catch up.

[Notice how many more days were required when traveling up wind: one 
day to chase and catch de Motte and 12 days to get back.]

Mitchell also missed de Motte’s inbound convoy. The latest 
Jamaica convoy was to sail on November 22nd. Mitchell gave it 
Strafford (60), Lenox (60), Cornwall (80), Worcester (60), Milford 
(44) and Biddeford (24) as escorts, and  sent  Plymouth (60) and 
Merlin sloop to clear the Windward Passage of any ‘unfriendlies’. 
Drake went out  scout Port Louis. But Mitchell  himself did not 
sortie until November 29th, when most of the escorts had 
returned.

La Motte reached  the safety of Cap François  on December 8th, 
picking up the frigate Zéphyr  (36) – probably a privateer – to 
replace the Étoile, which was on the other side of the island.

This time, Mitchell did not make a hash of things. For two months 
he kept over 200 merchantmen bottled up in the ports of Saint-
Domingue. La Motte was too weak to sortie. Even the French 
privateers that infested the island remained immobile.

Eventually, however, Mitchell needed to refit; he left Lenox and 
Plymouth to cruise the Windward Passage, supported by a number 
of privateers. The watch on the ports was relaxed.

Long Live the King!

What of the Spanish?  Their privateers were highly active, but the 
Havana Squadron made no noise at all:

• Reina, Invencible – 70s
• San Antonio, Real Familia, Nueva España, Fuerte #2, Dragón, 

Conquistador – 60s
• Bizarra (50)

Soberio (66), León (70), and Castilla (60) made their way out of 
the Caribbean, though the latter was wrecked on her passage. 
They were carrying bullion. Principe (70), at last returned to La 
Habana, had to be broken up.
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At the shipyard they were building  a 70 (Africa #2) and two 80s, 
Vencedor and Tigre.

The most exciting work in the summer of 1746 was the transfer of 
capitán general  Horcasitas from La Habana to Veracruz (escorted 
by  Reina and Dragón), where he was to take up his duties as the 
latest Viceroy of Nueva España.

[Horcasitas was replaced as Captain General by Juan Antonio Tineo y 
Fuertes (1746), Diego Peñalosa (1746-1747), and Francisco Antonio 
Cagigal de la Vega (1747 on).]

A small  affray  (for which there are no details) took place in 
November. Two Spanish schooners successfully fought a British 
frigate – or at least, they survived the encounter.

[Beatson usually gives a list of prizes taken for each year. In 1746, the 
balance of tonnage was against Britain, by 120 ships, but the value of the 
cargoes was in her favour:

Spanish prizes 78; French prizes 183; British prizes from Spain 88; 
British prizes from France 150. These are the counts for non-European 
waters.]

King Felipe V died of apoplexy on July 9th, 1746. His  heir was 
his son by his first wife, by name, Ferdinand VI. The new 
monarch had a significantly different outlook on European affairs 
than his stepmother, Elisabeth Farnese; he began to  seek ways out 
of the war.

The man most committed to continuing the struggle was the 
Marqués de la Ensenada, effective prime minister of Spain. But 
even he only wanted to strengthen Spain’s bargaining position. 
Other members of Ferdinand’s council would have been happy to 
simply walk away from the war cold. The Marqués de Villerias 
suggested a separate peace with Britain  and Austria. The latter, 
enjoying renewed success, was cool to the idea, but Britain 
exchanged ambassadors  with Madrid. However, it  would be 
another two years before these moves finally bore fruit.

A fast  settlement was rendered impossible by Spain’s 
intransigence over the questions of Gibraltar, Minorca, and the 
Asiento. She wanted the two territories back, and the contract 
cancelled (technically, it had only been suspended for the duration 
of the war). Given that Britain’s bargaining position was growing 
stronger by the day, this was shortsighted.

1747/1748
1747 was in many respects a repeat  of 1746. In Europe, another 
big battle (Laffeld). In the Caribbean, not a peep from the Spanish 
(apart from a dwindling number of privateers). The French 
continued their round-robin of convoys. The balance of trade 
losses was now heavily in Britain’s favour; the unglamorous 
attritional routine was paying off.

1748  was the final year of the war. Holland was overrun by the 
French and the British  cut off from King George’s Continental 
possessions  and the Austrians. Peace negotiations began in earnest 
in  the spring, curtailing  the campaigning season, but  the treaty 
signing did  not occur until  October, which allowed operations to 
continue in various corners of the world.

In the West Indies, the French were exhausted. Thus, curiously 
but inevitably, the last fight would take place between Britain and 
Spain – an attempt by the British to take Santiago de Cuba, 
probably in hopes of acquiring a base they could hold at  the peace 
or exchange for concessions, followed by (at long last) a fleet 
engagement. Huzzah!

Empty Purses & Courts Martial

For the Jamaica station, the first action of 1747 came early. 
Commodore Mitchell  had no sooner returned to Port Royal 
(February 4th) than word came of yet  more enemy merchantmen 
arriving at Hispaniola. This was a convoy of ‘13 large Spanish 
and French ships out of Cadiz’  (so it  was reported) with an escort 
of two warships. This set the British in motion.

[The convoy most likely came from France, not Spain. The only names 
given as escorts are Alcide and Arc-en-Ciel. This lends weight to the idea 
those ships remained at Martinique when La Motte had his autumn 
encounter with the British; it is unlikely they could have proceeded to 
Hispaniola with La Motte, sailed for home alone, and immediately 
returned to the West Indies.]

The standing squadron in the Windward Passage was augmented 
to  three ships of the line (Lenox (64), Plymouth (60), Worcester 
(60)), plus the Milford (44)) under Captain Digby Dent.

The French, meanwhile, were coordinating their homebound 
convoy. In La Motte’s opinion, much of the reported  British 
activity in the area was that of privateers, not capital ships. On 
April 1st, he sortied from Cap François, bound for Petit Goave 
and Leógane. Accompanying the Magnanime (74) and Zéphyr 
(36) were the merchantmen from the north coast, plus Alcide (64) 
and Arc-en-Ciel (54) with the ‘13 large sail of Cadiz’. La Motte 
still had to rendezvous with the merchants  of the south coast, who 
would have to run the Windward Passage.

[Étoile seems to have vanished during this period. She may have returned 
to France or have been at Port Louis.]

On the 2nd, La Motte ran across two suspicious  vessels west of 
Tortuga (off the north coast of  Haiti) and pursued them. One 
turned out to be a Dutch slaver (with whom he had high words), 
but the other was a British privateer which proved elusive. After a 
day or two, she left him alone – racing south to warn Captain 
Dent.

The opposing forces  collided 20 miles west-by-north of Cap 
Nicholas on the 5th of April. La Motte sent Zéphyr (36) toward 
Leógane with the convoy, while he squared off against the British 
with Magnanime, Alcide, and Arc-en-Ciel.

The enemy were coming up from the south, Lenox, fouled, 
lagging. The French charged down from the northeast, a little to 
windward so they could screen the convoy.

Dent, leading in the Worcester, tried to fall  in with the French, by 
tacking to  port, matching ship for ship, but she ‘missed stays’  and 
all three Frenchmen had their turn at her. After that, the two 
squadrons crossed paths several times, wearing round and 
‘charging’ again and again – six times in all. La Motte lost the 
weather gauge after the third pass. Arc-en-Ciel  lost  her main and 
mizzen topmasts. Alcide had difficulty turning and gradually fell 
out of the line. Magnanime bore the brunt of the combat.

But  at 4pm Lenox lost her fore topmast  and La Motte broke off 
the action;  now the British could not catch his convoy. Dent 
returned to Port Royal (March 30th). Lenox was  almost 
immobilised and had to be towed by the Worcester.

[110 major casualties for the French, 57 for the British.]

Dent made Port Royal on the 10th of April. From his information, 
Mitchell perceived it  should still  be possible to catch the 
homebound trade from Hispaniola (for some reason assumed to 
be at Cap François), but  once again  he was too late. The problem 
this  time was  a lack  of manpower, and the only remedy was to 
requisition soldiers. Ironically, a local  law had recently been 
passed prohibiting impressment! The negotiations with  the civil 
authorities, which would have naturally dragged, went even 
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slower because of this. Thus La Motte sailed for home unhindered 
on May 4th, with a convoy of 163 sail.

[Mitchell took Strafford (60), Plymouth (60), Lenox (60), Cornwall (80), 
Wager (24), and Worcester (60) out. The rest of the Jamaica Squadron 
was deployed as follows: Biddeford (24) and Drake sloop exchanging 
places off the east end of Jamaica; Milford (44) and Merlin sloop ditto at 
Roatán; Rye (24) on convoy duty; Enterprise (44) and Rippon’s Prize (20) 
refitting.]

And then, after returning from this latest  cruise, Mitchell  was 
suspended by Dent, who in the interim had received orders to try 
him by court  martial for his two badly handled operations (or it 
may be, because his orders focused on taking prizes instead of 
protecting the Traders’  interests). Tried in December of 1747, 
Mitchell was acquitted  of blame in the first action, but not the 
second, and was cashiered.

‘for that by his misconduct and irresolute behaviour he had brought 
discredit on his Majesty's arms’. A violation of Articles 12 and 14 of the 
Articles of War.

Quoted in Richmond, Vol.3 p.62.

Change in the Weather

After this action the Jamaica station had a quiet summer, as usual.    
Meanwhile, the Leewards saw a change of command. Very early 
in  the year Commodore Fitzroy Lee had been replaced. The 
Assembly  of Antigua complained, ‘the trade has not  been 
protected, there having been taken in these seas… upwards of 170 
vessels of his  Majesty's trading subjects, some of which have been 
taken within ten leagues of the islands and even at the mouths  of 
the harbours.’ [quoted in Richmond, vol.3 p.66.]

The good merchants also charged Lee with taking his  ships off for 
the summer to ‘cruise for profit’, which may have been true, but 
was also in accordance with the Navy’s standing orders. Other 
charges included failing to bombard the French ports and 
engaging convoy escorts instead of the convoys themselves (one 
feels the Assembly was scraping together all  the mud it could 
fling, hoping some would stick). Lee was slated for court  martial 
and replaced by  Commodore Legge, a veteran of Anson’s 
harrowing circumnavigation of the globe, and the former captain 
of the Severn. He arrived at Barbados on April 14th.

[Lee remained under suspension until 1748, when he was restored in rank, 
all charges dropped. The Sugar Lobby was unwilling to go as far as a 
proper court martial. Having him suspended served their purpose equally 
well and the charges were too flimsy to stick.]

Legge’s orders were to make defence of the British trade his 
priority, and only  after harass the French. Also, if the local 
communities could be persuaded, he was to try and secure St. 
Lucia. Lastly, he was  to organise proper convoys – the Leewards 
had been rather slack in this  regard  – but only so far as  the local 
governments agreed. Legge complained about the defensive 
nature of his mission and got his orders amended, receiving an 
additional 70-gunner (Captain) as well.

The Leewards was now a respectable force, with many more light 
ships:

• Suffolk and Captain – 70s
• Dreadnought, Dragon, Sunderland – 60s
• Sutherland (50)
• Mary galley, Ludlow Castle, Gosport – 44s
• Centaur and Lyme – 24s
• Richmond (20)
• Dreadnought’s prize, Porcupine, Saxon, sloops

But  there was no sign of the French Spring Convoy. The Western 
Squadron had locked down the Bay of Biscay. In the West Indies, 
local traffic had  been completely disrupted; only two prizes  were 

taken in the first seven months of the year.

While cruising the Main that summer, Legge fell ill. On 
September 18th he died. Captain George Pocock took command. 
Pocock was a fighter – he would go on to find fame in the Indian 
Ocean during  the Seven Years War, and would lead the successful 
expedition to La Habana in 1762.

One of the new Commodore’s first  actions was to blockade a 
squadron of five French East Indiamen which had stopped to 
refresh themselves at Martinique on the way home to France.

[The ships were Achille (74), Penthièvre (36), Argonaute (36), Balène (36) 
and St. Malo (20). In some sources these ships make it onto the Navy 
order of battle by mistake. The famous La Bourdonnais, recalled from his 
India campaigns, was aboard the Achille with his family, and had to slip 
out  of the port as a private individual.]

The hurricane season was late in 1747, and severe. As the fall 
convoys assembled, storms battered the Lesser Antilles, the 
Bahamas, and the Carolinas. The worst damage to ships came on 
November 4th, when 20 ships foundered at St. Kitts. Eight ships 
had been lost in the Carolinas in September and October; those 
hurricanes left many dead.

[It will be remembered the 1744 hurricane season saw the loss of British 
warships at Jamaica. There was also great loss of life then, and in 1743. 
In 1746, 13 ships were recorded lost in the Caribbean; in 1740 and 1742 
Puerto Rico was badly hit; also Louisiana, where the town of La Balize 
was wiped out. In 1748 the Carolinas and Bermuda were devastated.]

It was while Mitchell’s  court martial  was in session that news 
came (November 29th) of a great breakout from the Bay  of 
Biscay. A huge convoy was on its way with ten (!) escorts. But 
Admiral Hawke’s Western Squadron sank, captured, or drove off 
all but ‘a single 64’.

[l’Étenduère was in charge of this convoy, which is frequently given a 64-
gun escort, the Content. The Content does not appear to have been a royal 
ship, and therefore was not a ’64’. The only royal escort remaining to 
l’Étenduère had been the frigate Castor (28), which returned to France 
once the merchants were out of European coastal waters. Content would 
not have been the East Indiaman of the same name, either, since she was 
currently in the Indian Ocean. She was probably just a large armed 
merchantman commandeered to act as escort.]

The French Hispaniola convoy avoided the Windwards  kill  zone 
by  travelling to the north of the islands. Despite this  easing of the 
odds, the Jamaica Squadron yet again failed to intercept. As many 
ships as possible put out from Port Royal, in  record time, only to 
run into unusually strong northerlies; they did not make Cap 
François until December 18th. After waiting  a few days, Dent 
returned to base (January 5th, 1748).

The Frenchmen bound for Martinique were in for a tougher time. 
Commodore Pocock was waiting. The Windwards trade were 
traveling in small groups, unescorted, and the only difficulty he 
had was mustering enough ships to corral  the herd. All the same, 
he does not appear to have been as successful as he could  have 
been. When it left France, the combined convoy had about 250 
sail, of which roughly 100 were bound for the Windwards. 
Pocock and British privateers accounted for a round number of 
40. The lowest ‘accurate’ estimate is 33 captures, or by Pocock’s 
own account, 37.

Thus, even after being  attacked at both ends of the route the 
French managed to salvage 85% of the convoy, enabling 
Martinique and Hispaniola to  survive the British  blockade until 
war’s end. However, the losses sent insurance rates through the 
roof. Few owners could be found who were willing to ship to the 
West Indies. This was the last French convoy.
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Pocock also took 900 POWs. Their capture crippled the 
Martinique privateers, not  to  mention the East Indiamen still 
trapped at Martinique, who were short of crews already. Large 
numbers of prisoners were also taken in the Finisterre battles, 
which had a similar effect on La Royale.

[The good burghers of Barbados refused to pay maintenance on the 
prisoners, citing the cost (despite the easing of the privateer threat). 
Soldiers had to be sent out from England to guard them – let the Home 
Government pay!]

On December 28th, Rear Admiral Knowles – admiral, now – 
arrived at Barbados from New York. He had been appointed to 
Jamaica in August, but only sailed on November 30th, since he 
was required to escort an American convoy.

Knowles was  pleased  by Pocock’s successes, but being an 
impatient man wanted some great stroke against, say, Grenada or 
Martinique. Pocock managed to persuade him this was asking too 
much. Knowles passed on to Jamaica, where he took command on 
January 27th, 1748.

He found Commodore Dent  at Port Royal with most of the 
squadron, to which he added Canterbury, Norwich, Lark, Fowey, 
and Achilles sloop.

Under Repair:

• Cornwall (80)
• Lenox, Elizabeth, Worcester – 70s
• Plymouth (60)
• Biddeford, Enterprise – 20s
• Sloops Drake, Merlin 

Fitting Out:

• Strafford (60)
• Rye, Experiment – 20s
• Sloops Vulture, Vainqueur, Weazel

¿Qué Noticias Hay de los Españoles?

At last, as  the war drew to its close, Rear Admiral Knowles, 
seeing that the French were under control, looked  northwestward 
once more. What were the Dons up to?

Spain’s naval  forces were almost all at La Habana, with  Reggio. 
There is not much information for 1747. For January of 1748, 
Richmond lists the following: three 70s, four 60s, and two 50s in 
commission, two newly built 70s, and two 80s under construction 
(Vencedor, Tigre). Small craft amounted to two 14-gunners and 19 
privateers out and about, and 12 more in port.

• Invencible #2, África #2, Reina #2, León – 70s – Soberio (66)
• Dragón, Conquistador, Real Familia, Fuerte #2 – 60s
• Galgo (56)

Nueva España, a.k.a Rosario (60) was  in Puerto Rico with 
Bizarra.

[The above list is a compilation derived from multiple sources; detailed 
information about Spanish dispositions in the later war years is even more 
sparse than for the War of Jenkins’ Ear.]

For Andreas Reggio there were alarums and excursions in his own 
backyard. First, in January, 1747, came a rumour of a British 
expedition against San Agustín; supplies were dispatched and the 
sloops  Teresa  and Susana sent north to provide early warning. In 
May, two sloops were sent  to find an enemy convoy, but it turned 
out to be French.

The Spanish Admiral was plagued with a dearth of victuals  and 
ships stores worse than any of the previous years. Desertions had 
reached epidemic proportions  – hence his use of sloops to confirm 
whether it was worthwhile committing his  capital ships; Real 

Familia and San Antonio had to be decommissioned, the latter 
permanently. The hills of Puerto Rico and the jungles of Yucatán 
were crawling with runaways.

There was  plenty of silver, but few means of distributing it 
beyond La Habana. Two small bullion runs were made, in 
October, from Veracruz to La Habana, and thence to Spain. Early 
in 1748 another run was made from La Habana.

In the opposite direction, three azogues sailed for Veracruz in 
October of 1747, but  due to the manpower shortage, which 
affected Spain as  well  as her colonies, they did not arrive until 
June of 1748, in  company with a French convoy. Other vessels 
were unable to sail at all.

[From Beatson comes the following comparison of prizes taken for 1747 
and 1748:

In 1747, in non-European waters, 89 Spanish, 194 French, 55 for Britain 
from Spain, 143 for Britain from France; counting all prizes a balance of 
96 in favour of Britain.

In 1748, from all locations, 106 Spanish, 203 French, 218 for Britain from 
Spain, 37 for Britain from France; counting all prizes a balance of 77 in 
favour of Britain.]

The British were only vaguely aware of these movements. They 
still lived in an optimistic haze through which could be seen vast 
treasure fleets. As 1747 came to a close, a rumour began 
circulating that  a large flota was scheduled to sail  from Veracruz 
in the new year.

Rear Admiral  Knowles decided he would intercept this prize. 
While waiting, he hoped at last to seize a base for protecting his 
own convoys – Santiago de Cuba.

Santiago Again

Knowles always enjoyed sea-land operations. Two weeks after his 
arrival at  Port Royal, he sailed  against Santiago with eight ships 
(Cornwall, Elizabeth, Lenox, Canterbury, Plymouth, Strafford, 
Worcester, and  Warwick). He also took 240 men of Trelawny’s 
Jamaican Regiment (recently  incorporated as a regiment  and 
awarded the title of 63rd of Foot).

[Meanwhile, the light vessels cruised as follows:

• Rye between Savanilla and Pedro Shoals against the Mississippi trade.
• Vulture and Vainqueur off Santiago.
• Biddeford, Fowey, and Aldborough between West Caicos and Cape 

François.
• Merlin west of Hispaniola.]

But, meeting with headwinds, the Admiral changed the plan and 
turned on Port Louis instead. On the 27th of February his ships 
watered in Tiburon Bay. There was a French garrison there, but 
Knowles promised not to attack them or ravage the country if they 
let him carry out  his  resupply (in French accounts, mention is also 
made of the fact  that the French cordoned off the ‘designated 
bathing area’. From there the British  sailed to and based at Île de 
Vache, facing Port Louis.

The preparations for the attack on Port  Louis were meticulous; 
there was to be no  repeat of La Guaira ‘43. On March 11th  the 
winds were favourable and the squadron swept in. The fort, of 78 
guns  (garrison 600), began firing at five minutes passed noon but 
the British  made no reply until every ship was anchored within 
pistol  shot of the walls. Then they opened up with everything they 
had, musketeers picking off the French gun crews from the 
topmasts.

Although the enemy tried an attack with a fireship, which forced 
the Elisabeth to pull out of line, they were soon beaten down. The 
fireship was towed away and two others ‘cut out’  before they 
could be used. At 3pm the fort’s guns were silenced and the 
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French were parleying. Knowles would accept nothing less than 
the complete surrender of the garrison. The fort was blown up and 
seven vessels  made prizes (a snow, three privateer sloops, and 
three ‘ships’ – i.e. merchantmen of moderate tonnage).

[Losses to the garrison were 160, to the squadron, 19 killed and 60 
wounded.]

Lacking the troops to attack and garrison any other French ports, 
Knowles returned to the Santiago project around March 18th. This 
attack did not go as smoothly – Captain Dent eventually taking 
his turn as the subject of a court martial.

If the reader remembers from the last attempt, in 1741, the 
entrance to Santiago harbour is long and narrow, snaking north-
south, and  dominated by high ground. This not only gave the 
defending batteries an advantage, but meant that the wind could 
not be relied  upon; the ships would have to  be towed in. As at  Port 
Louis, no one was to fire a shot until  the ships  were right  against 
the forts. Landing parties would  also be used to help  silence the 
enemy guns. Dent, senior captain, requested that he lead the 
attack.

The squadron watered at Tiburon Bay from the 19th to 25th of 
March, sighting Cuba on the 28th. Dent had been sent ahead (his 
ship  was the Plymouth) to reconnoitre. In his opinion the harbour 
entrance would not be difficult. The castillo  del Morro perched 
high  above the right  of the entrance, with the castillo  San Juan de 
la Roca below it  on the point. Farther in, stonework indicated the 
presence of two low batteries facing the entrance (Estrella and 
Catherina). But once past these there were no further (known) 
obstacles.

[The defences had not changed, but the attitude toward them had.]

Knowles now had to  wait  for a favourable breeze. This did not 
rise until the afternoon of the 29th. Meanwhile, the Spanish 
moved two (in some sources, four) block-ships into position.

The Admiral had just ordered the bombardment of the enemy 
battery at the harbour mouth – he had mounted a 10” mortar on 
the Canterbury – when the wind came up. Fearing to lose it again 
he cancelled the bombardment and ordered his  squadron  to close 
immediately.

Despite this deviation from the plan, all seemed to be going well. 
The squadron was making four knots, and Canterbury’s mortar 
managed to score two hits  out of three shots on the Morro (castle). 
Just  as the third bomb went off, Dent was told, supposedly by an 
officer of the South Sea Company acting as pilot, that there was a 
chain across the harbour. This was confirmed by a Spanish POW 
being employed as pilot. The ship had only a cable’s length to 
travel before it would be too late to turn away. For better or 
worse, Dent chose to come about. The Cornwall followed him. 
The Spanish guns, which  had remained silent, now fired raggedly, 
slicing off Plymouth’s mizen topmast.

Knowles was in a rage. As Plymouth passed him he called Dent 
aboard and berated him,

‘Knowles asked him why he came back, to which Dent replied that there 
was a chain across the harbour. “Then pray, Sir, why did you not cut it? If 
there is one I will give you leave to hang me with it. Did you see it, Sir?” 
Dent answered “No, upon my honour I did not.” “Who did?” asked 
Knowles. Dent replied that “many people called out they saw it” “Pray 
who? Pitch upon your man,” said the Admiral furiously; and at length 
Dent replied that the pilot had seen it, and many more.’

Richmond, Vol.3 p.128

The attack was called off, and though the council  of war discussed 
ways and means of cutting the cable, if there was one, the 
Admiral did not make a second attempt. Knowles’  excuses for not 
attacking a second time were rather lame – they could have 

justified his not attacking in the first place.

[Dent was sentenced to court martial, but not until 1750. Knowles did not 
charge the captain outright, but only dropped hints in his correspondence 
which were eventually acted upon. Against Dent was the fact that Knowles 
had publicly told him he did not care if Plymouth and Cornwall were lost 
in the attempt (though one of the justifications Knowles gave for not 
continuing the operation was that the Plymouth had to be sent home!) and 
the fact that he accepted as gospel the confirmation of his Spanish pilot 
that ‘si, señor, there is certainly a cable, a great big one’, when no English 
witnesses could be brought forward who had seen it (the SSC agent seems 
to have vanished); other captains had told him to rely for local knowledge 
on members of his crew who had been prisoners at Santiago in the past. In 
the end, Dent got off, mainly because Knowles could not justify his own 
failure to renew the attack.]

Knowles conduct in this operation is curious. The most obvious 
solution  is that  he castigated his lead captain and then saw for 
himself what  the difficulties were but did not want to lose face by 
apologising. Perhaps, too, he had all along been nursing the idea 
that he could make a better job of it than Vernon, and found his 
old boss had been right. Remembering the fiasco of Venezuela, he 
would not have wanted to press  an attack that had lost the element 
of surprise.

Operations in the Leewards, meanwhile, went  on as before. At the 
turn of the year, the British forces were deployed as follows:

• Off Barbados: Ludlow Castle (44) and Richmond (20)

• To windward of Barbuda and Deseada (protecting ships going 
to  Montserrat Nevis  and St Kitts):  Poole (44), Centaur (24), 
Dreadnought's prize (12.14)

• Between St Maarten, St Barts. and Barbuda: Dreadnought (60)

• Between St Kitts and Montserrat: Speedwell sloop (10.14)

• At Martinique:  Dragon (60), Sunderland (60), Rippon (54), 
Mary galley (44), Sutherland (50)

• Careening: Captain (70)

This was sufficient force to curb French trade almost completely. 
It had taken five years of attrition, but the French had finally been 
mastered. Their privateers were still  active; hence the emphasise 
on  securing British trading routes. But, the war was nearly over. 
Admiral Henry Osborn took command of the Leewards in May.

After refitting at Port  Royal, Knowles  began to deal with the next 
expected French convoy to Hispaniola, again reputed to be 
commanded by Conflans (in reality, he was already a prisoner of 
war).

On patrol  the British had Worcester (Cape Tiburon and Port 
Louis), Strafford, and Canterbury (off Cap François). Lenox and 
Elizabeth were sent  to strengthen these last on the 28th  of April, 
when a report was received of a new French convoy of 100 sail 
and four escorts (an 80, two 64s, and a 44).

Captain Powlett commanded at Cap François. On the 3rd of May 
he captured a snow, from which he understood that  there was a 
convoy of twelve large Spanish merchantmen and three escorts 
enroute to Veracruz from Cadiz. Powlett  reported this to Knowles 
on the 30th and left for Cape Antonio, to watch for the enemy.

[It seems odd that he would do so, but presumably he expected the 
Spanish to travel by the Yucatán Channel, not the treacherous Bahama 
Channel. It was a moot point, since there was no convoy.]

Still  expecting the French, too, Knowles sent Warwick and Fowey 
to  bolster the Lenox and Elizabeth, who were alone at Cap 
François. Tilbury, appearing on the 25th of May, was  also sent. 
But  before the Rear Admiral could join his anti-French patrols, 
orders came to cease hostilities with France (10th July).
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On August  3rd, Powlett  returned to Port  Royal with little to show 
for his cruise. The Spanish did not appear.

[There were azogues afloat; these may have used the immanent French 
convoy as cover and perhaps slipped through the net disguised as 
Frenchmen.]

Havana: the Last Battle

Knowles meanwhile redeployed against the Havana Squadron. In 
August  or September, if his Intelligence was correct, he could 
expect the convoy from Veracruz to put in an appearance. It was 
purported to  be a rich one. The usual rendezvous was Tortuga 
Banks, so thither did the British steer.

Knowles had five ships with him: Cornwall  (flag), Canterbury, 
Tilbury, Strafford, Oxford, plus a sloop as tender. The rest of the 
squadron was on escort or patrols. The ships cruised line abreast, 
a mile apart, sweeping for prizes. The course was first to Cape 
Antonio and thence to Tortuga Banks.

For six weeks Knowles  cruised the Banks, reinforced at some 
point by the Warwick, from the Dry Tortugas to Cape Catoche. 
Some prizes were taken but the galleons did not show.

Then, on October 11th, he was joined by Lenox, whose captain 
reported being chased by eight sail the day before. Lenox had 
been on convoy duty and chose to use the Florida Channel instead 
of the Windward Passage because the current  through the latter 
place was unusually strong. He was aware Knowles  would be 
nearby if he ran into  trouble. And he did – the convoy had run 
smack into the Havana Squadron.

[The Captain of the Lenox was tried for abandoning his charges, but 
acquitted, given the circumstances.]

Reggio was cruising the Florida Channel. This departure from 
doctrine had come about because the bullion transfer from 
Veracruz was  cancelled. And, this was his fault. With the British 
operating around the west end of Cuba he needed  to go to 
Veracruz personally, but two of his ships were sporting weak 
masts and he feared he could not  make it. So, he cruised, partly to 
watch for Knowles, and partly for prizes, especially enemy 
privateers.

The Spanish began their sweep at  Cape San Antonio and moved 
northeast, following the Cuban coast in case they had to  make 
port in a hurry. As  they did so they caught  up with the British 
convoy.

Reggio’s main force could not keep up, but the privateer Galga 
and the recommissioned Real Familia shadowed the enemy. It 
appears Reggio also lost contact  with his  own scouts for a period 
of time, but calculated the British would  make for the Bahama 
Channel and managed to catch up with his outriders. 
Unfortunately, Lenox’s  captain had ordered his  convoy to 
disperse. Soon after, Knowles showed up.

[Galga (30) should not be confused with Galgo (56). The former was a 
privateer.]

On the morning of October 12th, 1748, seven months after the 
Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the British and Spanish met for the last 
battle of the war. The wind was from the E.N.E. The British stood 
to  the southeast with Oxford (50) about two nautical miles (2.3 
miles) ahead; the rest of the squadron was straggling a long way 
behind the flagship:

• Tilbury (60)
• Cornwall (80) flag
• Lenox (56 – she was a ’64’ but under-gunned)
• Warwick (60)
• Canterbury (60)

The Spanish were observed to the south, sailing north, a scattered 
group, with five ships about six nautical miles away (7 miles) on a 
bearing of S.E. or S.E.S and two more at S. by half-east two or 
three nautical miles (about 2.5 miles) astern of the others.

On paper, the arrangement was as follows:

• Invencible (70) (jefe d’escuadra  Spinola) and Conquistador 
(60) were in the lead.

• Africa (70) (jefe d’escuadra Reggio), and Dragón (60) in the 
middle.

• Nueva España (60), Real Familia (60), and  Galga (30) frigate 
in the rear.

• Galga’s Prize, a small vessel attached to the frigate.

Dragón  was fouled and leaking, and before the action opened had 
drifted back to join Galga, which was carrying battle damage 
from an earlier encounter; these made the ‘second group’  of 
Spanish ships. During the battle Dragón  formed up with the rest 
of the squadron, but could not hold her station.

Warwick was also slow, and this would likewise create problems 
for the British, because her place was not at the tail of the battle 
line, but in the middle.

Once again, Richmond provides the narrative (Vol.3  pp, 133-143); 
the accompanying maps are also reproduced from Richmond but 
are fairly close to Spanish representations of the battle:

When Admiral Reggio sighted the strange vessels  to the N.W. he 
first took them to be the convoy he had previously chased. He 
therefore made sail, bore up and chased with his five leading 
ships, steering direct for the British squadron. Knowles, whose 
leeward-most ships were as much as a mile to leeward of the 
flagship  and the others a good way astern, brought to to collect 
his squadron. When he saw that the Spaniards were coming up 
fast  and had the weather gage he made sail  again a  few minutes 
later and wore, and stood to the northward forming  line as  he 
went, at  the same time clearing decks for action and hoisting his 
colours. The sight of the colours and the movement of the ships 
forming line showed Reggio that he had a force of men-of-war to 
deal with. Instead of continuing in chase he bore up  and ran down 
to leeward to join the straggling ships to the westward.

By a combination of  these manoeuvres on the part of the opposing 
Admirals, Knowles, soon after 6.30 when he had made about a 
league to the northward, had reached a position from which he 
could weather the enemy. He at  once signalled to tack, ordering 
the same ships that were leading on the starboard tack to lead on 
the larboard tack, thus reversing the order of  battle with larboard 
tacks on board. His ships were now formed in a good line, and he 
began to stand to the southward with  his squadron well closed up. 
Reggio at about that  time joined his laggard ships to leeward, and 
the Spanish squadron then stood to the S.E. by S., about  a point 
free.

Knowles's object now was to  overhaul the enemy and  engage 
them as soon as possible, and with this in view he set all sail he 
could. Nor did the Spaniards show any disinclination to  meet his 
wishes; they bunted their mainsails and  keeping only so much 
canvas abroad as was necessary to  maintain the ships in good 
order, jogged along to await the attack.

The British squadron quickly began to open out, the ships at the 
rear dropping astern; and signals were put  abroad for closing the 
line. The 'Warwick’ next astern of the flagship, was soon out of 
station and was ordered by the Admiral to cut away her long boat, 
but nevertheless she continued to fall to  the rear. The gap was 
increased by a misinterpreted signal. Between 9  and 10 A.M. 
Knowles, finding  himself well to windward of the enemy, wished 
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to  close them and hoisted a Genoese flag which was the signal 
"for those ships that are to lead in  a line of battle by the wind with 
the larboard tacks on board to lead in the line of battle one astern 
of  another with a large wind." Knowles's intention was obvious he 
desired to close the enemy; but three ships the 'Warwick’, 'Oxford' 
and 'Canterbury' interpreted the signal as referring not to  those 
ships which were actually leading, but to  those which  in the 
established line of battle were to lead with the larboard tacks on 
board. Knowles's signal to tack in succession had reversed the 
line; the ship appointed to lead on the larboard tack was the 
'Canterbury’ and this  ship at once put her helm up and set her 
topmast studdingsails, the 'Oxford' prepared to form astern of her, 
and the 'Warwick' hauled up her mainsail, backed her mizen 
topsail and rigged out her studding sail booms to fall  astern of  the 
'Oxford' and be ready to  make sail  so soon  as she had got into 
place.

When Knowles saw this misinterpretation of his intention he at 
once signalled the 'Warwick' to make sail  and hauled the signal 
down. But great harm had been done. The gap between the 
'Warwick' and 'Cornwall ' had been considerably increased while 
the former ship was brought to, and without reducing sail  in the 
whole squadron this gap could not be filled. The rear ships hauled 
down their studding sails and luffed back into the line astern of 
the 'Warwick.' This  ship continued to  drop, and Knowles, who 
since the 'Canterbury's' upper  deck guns were 12-pounders as 
against the 'Warwick's' 9-pounders, wished to keep her as his rear 
ship  to oppose the 'Real Familia’ did not order her to close up and 
pass ahead of the 'Warwick.'

Two causes were thus at work to separate the British  squadron. 
First, the slow sailing of  the 'Warwick’ ; next the mistake in  the 
signal  which caused that  ship to bring to. The gap obliged 
Knowles  to shorten sail  to allow the rear ships to come up, and by 
his so doing the leading ships went further  ahead before they 
brought to and made an interval between 'Cornwall' and 'Lenox.' 
Then  Knowles, observing that the Spanish Admiral altered the 
disposition of his line by shifting one ship from ahead of his 
flagship  to  astern of her, ordered the 'Lenox' to change places 
with the 'Cornwall' and thus increased the gap between the 
flagship  and the leading ships. Finally, seeing Reggio drop the 
frigate 'Galga' out of the line Knowles, in order to equalise 
numbers, ordered the 'Oxford' out of his  line to act  as a corps  de 
reserve, following the practice initiated  by Vernon, by which any 
such ship was to go without orders to the assistance of any other 
which was hard pressed.

By noon the 'Warwick' was fully two miles, or even more, astern of 
the 'Lenox.' 'Cornwall' was about  a mile astern of  'Strafford' and 
'Oxford' was broad on 'Lenox's’ weather quarter. The wind had 
gone to east  during the forenoon, but Knowles still had the 
weather gage. The enemy meantime continued to go under easy 
sail. The breeze however was dying down and soon after noon it 
fell nearly calm for some time, during which the squadron did not 
make more than a knot  and a half, or about three knots in the 
puffs.

Between 1 and 2 P.M. the wind again freshened from a quarter 
rather to the northward of east, and the British squadron began to 
draw up again, so that by about  2.30 P.M. the 'Tilbury,' Captain 
Powlett, reached a position a little before the enemy's centre and 
about a mile to windward of it. In this situation Reggio opened 
fire on the 'Tilbury' and 'Strafford' from his centre ships. Although 
Powlett had orders from Knowles not  to engage at a  long range 
nor to fire until the signal was made, some of his guns replied to 
the enemy. Seeing this, and feeling that  when once fire was 
opened it was undesirable to stop it, Knowles, although two ships 
only were in  a position to come into action, made the signal for 
the leading ships to lead large and to engage. This signal was not 
acted upon by the 'Tilbury' – the court martial found that the 

signal  was not seen on board her – and she continued to edge 
down very gradually towards the enemy in order to  draw up to his 
leading ship, followed by her next astern, the 'Strafford’ Captain 
Brodie, who having seen the signal, expected to see 'Tilbury' bear 
up  every minute and waited for her to do so. After an ineffective 
cannonading at long range had gone on for some time, Knowles, 
seeing that his order  was not being carried out, hoisted the 
'Tilbury's’ signal to come to a close engagement. This signal was 
not clearly made out on board the 'Tilbury,' the Dutch flag which 
formed the signal being mistaken for a blue and white flag; but 
although it was obvious that this could not have been the signal, 
since its interpretation was meaningless in the situation, and 
although he could make out his own pendants and had no doubt 
that  it was addressed to him, Powlett took no steps to find out 
what the signal really was. He was afterwards in  some uneasiness 
as  to his  conduct. In  his Journal he wrote: "At 55 minutes past [2] 
our signal was made, but the Admiral being then engaging, [1] 
could not distinguish what  it was." In a letter written to Knowles 
a day or two later he said that there was "some 
misunderstanding" about the signal. But whatever may have been 
the misunderstanding the result was that the 'Tilbury' remained at 
an  ineffective range and threw her shot into the sea. When tried 
by court martial  Powlett was found guilty of negligence. He was 
reprimanded for neglecting to send his boat on board the Admiral 
when he saw the ship's  signal  flying, but he was acquitted of the 
charge of holding back from the engagement.

His next astern, the 'Strafford,' Captain Brodie, saw the signal for 
leading large, and, in accordance with custom, waited for the 
leading ship to bear up. When some time passed and she still held 
a lasking course, Brodie put his own helm up frankly and standing 
down to the second ship of the enemy's line, the 'Conquistador,' 
engaged her with admirable vigour and determination.

In comparing Powlett's conduct with  Brodie's it is necessary to 
remember that it was proved to the satisfaction of the court that 
he did not see the signal to lead large, while Brodie did see it. 
Brodie had, therefore, an order upon which to act, while Powlett 
had not, and the latter would have been acting in deliberate 
disobedience of orders if he had borne down on the enemy without 
permission. It may be said that when he saw Brodie bearing down 
he should have followed suit, but  this  would  not be a wholly just 
criticism. The Admiral had not yet come up, most  of the ships 
were far astern, no signal to lead large had been seen. In such 
circumstances, and in  view of the instructions of the time, it was 
but natural as he omitted to inform himself of  the meaning of the 
signal, that he should keep his  wind, and perhaps wonder why the 
'Strafford' was bearing away and going prematurely into action, 
possibly to the detriment of the achievement of the Admiral's 
intentions. But as he had seen his pendant  flying he had a clear 
indication that some action on his part was required, and we can 
only feel that the court tool a lenient view of his conduct.

The engagement having now begun, Knowles saw that he must  get 
all his ships into action as soon as he could, and that 
considerations as to  which ship should engage the ‘Real Familia’ 
must  give way to the major object of employing as much of his 
force as  possible. The Admiral therefore sent a message to the 
Captain  of the ‘Canterbury’ to make sail and pass the ‘Warwick’; 
the officer carrying the message was also directed to order the 
'Warwick' to make all possible haste to get up to the enemy.

Knowles's signal  to the leading ships to  lead large and engage 
was, as before, the Genoese flag at  the mizen peak. Although 
Captain  Innes  of the 'Warwick' had seen on  the previous occasion 
that  Knowles did not intend this signal to  be interpreted as an 
order to invert the line, and that  in the situation in which the 
squadrons now were it could not possibly be intended to bear any 
such meaning, he chose to understand it according to its most 
rigid meaning, and for a second time he hauled  up his  mainsail 
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and backed his main topsail. He records in his Journal that  the 
"same mistake" as before was made by the Admiral in hoisting the 
Genoese flag, and lays the whole blame for his not coming into 
action on the signals made by the Admiral. Yet the Admiral's 
meaning in making this  signal must, at this stage of the action, 
have been clear  to any man. There is no suggestion  that Innes was 
lacking in courage. When he did get into action later he engaged 
his adversary closely. But there is ground for believing that his 
judgment was warped, possibly by dislike of his Commander-in-
Chief, and  that like Lestock [at  the Battle of Toulon], he chose to 
observe every punctilio of the meaning of signals rather than read 
them in the sense in which they were applicable to the situation.

For a full hour the brunt of the action was sustained by the 
'Strafford,' with the 'Tilbury' firing ineffectually outside range. 
Knowles, who had crowded sail, came up about  4 P.M., having 
received the fire of  the ships astern of the Spanish  Admiral's 
second for some 30 minutes without returning a gun. As he drew 
up  abreast the Admiral's second he returned her fire, and ordering 
the 'Oxford' ahead to assist  the leading ship, as the Spanish 
Admiral's ship, the 'Invencible,' appeared to be a heavier vessel 
than  the 'Tilbury,' he bore close down to the Spanish Admiral and 
engaged him at half pistol  shot, never touching his main clew-
garnets until he was actually in position. The 'Lenox,' which had 
kept close astern of him, opened a smart fire at the same time, but 
shooting ahead of the 'Cornwall’  was out of action for some time.

At half-past four the 'Conquistador,' with which the 'Strafford' was 
engaged, had been set on fire for the third time by the British 
cohorn shells [another patented Knowles modification – he had 
no  less than 8 mortars firing from his ship!], her  yards were all 
shot  down and her sails  and rigging  cut to pieces. Shortly 
afterwards she struck, but as neither the 'Strafford' nor the 
'Cornwall' had a boat to send to take possession of her, Reggio 
fired three shot at her to bring her back, and she rehoisted her 
colours. The 'Strafford' had by then passed clear of her.

At about the same time as the 'Conquistador' was disabled, 
Knowles  drove the Spanish Admiral out of the line. Reggio set his 
spritsail and  mainsail, loosed his topgallant sails and bore away 
before the wind. His example was followed by the rest of  the 
Spanish squadron. Knowles bore up to follow them, but as he did 
so  an unlucky shot brought his foretopsail down ; another cut 
away his maintopmast ; and  though he then set his  spritsail and 
mainsail  to pursue he made little way. At the same time he hauled 
down the signal  for the line and made that for general chase to 
leeward, "which not being taken notice of so soon as it  ought, I 
sent away my captain aboard each ship with orders for them to 
pursue the enemy and lay close alongside of 'em and not lay firing 
at  so great a  distance as they did or  I would send other officers  on 
board to command their ships." The 'Strafford' at once bore away 
and closed the 'Africa.' The 'Lenox' was  less prompt, and Captain 
Taylor, who was sent by Knowles  to deliver  his  message, said that 
Holmes did not make all  the sail he could in pursuit. Taylor 
insisted further that after receiving the Admiral's message Holmes 
sprang  his  luff. This Holmes indignantly denied. The fact  remains 
on  the one hand that the 'Lenox' followed the 'Strafford' at some 
distance, whereas if she had borne up at  once she would have 
been close to  the 'Strafford.' On the other hand, the members of 
the court martial were satisfied that Holmes's conduct was open 
to no censure.

By about a quarter past five the 'Canterbury' came up and joined 
the 'Strafford' in attacking the 'Africa,' behaving, in Knowles's 
words "exceedingly well." The 'Warwick' joined soon after and 
ran abreast the 'Conquistador,' which  had now become the rear 
ship  of  the enemy and fired  into her. At the same time the 
'Cornwall,' which was toiling slowly in pursuit, did the same. 
"Observing the Admiral's second disabled (who struck once 
before), I run up alongside of her with intentions to board her, 

when she struck and called out for quarters." Knowles and 
Captain  Innes each claimed that she struck to his own ship a 
claim on the Admiral's part which was strongly resented by the 
Captain  of the 'Warwick,' who made trenchant remarks  in his 
Journal, shewing considerable animus against his Commander-
in-Chief, and saying that  the Admiral concluded his share of the 
engagement by laying to and exchanging the prisoners of the 
'Warwick's' prize. Knowles's claim to the capture of the 
'Conquistador' was sustained by Brodie, who recorded in  his 
J o u r n a l , " 5 . 3 0 . T h e A d m i r a l b o re d o w n t o t h e 
'Conquistador' (which had previously struck to the 'Strafford') and 
took her." Knowles, in his  charges against Captain Innes, made 
the following statement regarding the latter's claim: "When 
Captain  Innes came on board  the ' Cornwall ' and said it  was  he 
that  made the 'Conquistador' strike, I bid him ask the Spanish 
Captain  of her then present, who it was he struck to, who told him 
he would have fought him at that distance which he engaged for 
two years (if he had ammunition) for he was sure they would  have 
killed more fish than me."

The 'Conquistador' having struck, Knowles sent orders  to the 
'Warwick' to pursue the enemy, who were now flying. The 
situation of affairs at about this  time between 5.30 and 6 P.M. was 
as  follows. The 'Tilbury' and 'Oxford' were engaging the 
'Invencible ' and 'Galga' at a  range, which though fairly close was 
not such as  to satisfy Knowles, who had sent his flag captain on 
board at about 5  ordering her to  engage yard arm to yard arm. 
When the 'Oxford' came up to second her the Spaniard was 
seconded by the 'Galga,' but, as  in the 'Tilbury's' case, Knowles 
was  not convinced that the 'Oxford' was doing as much as she 
ought and he signalled her to come to a closer engagement. 
Captain  Toll was subsequently tried for  his conduct. The court 
found that "It does appear that in the situation of the Tilbury, 
Invencible and Galga, when the Oxford got up into the van, if 
Captain  Toll  had placed his ship  on the Tilbury's lee quarter 
instead of astern he would have been in a better  situation to 
annoy the Invencible and Galga." Toll's conduct was attributed at 
his court martial to an error of judgment, and he was 
reprimanded only a verdict and sentence which  are extremely 
lenient, and compare unfavourably with those of the court which 
tried Captain Fox after Hawke's action.

Astern of the 'Tilbury' and 'Oxford,' and separated from them by 
some distance, the 'Canterbury' was engaging the 'Africa,' which 
she had gone down to attack after the 'Conquistador' had first 
struck. The 'Africa' had been driven out of  the line by Knowles 
and was supported by the 'Dragon' and 'Nueva España,' which in 
their turn were being engaged by the 'Canterbury' and 'Lenox.' 
The 'Real Familia' had hauled away in  consequence of the 
combined fire of the ships of the British  rear as  they came up, and 
the 'Warwick' was still lying near the 'Conquistador.' Knowles had 
ordered her to join the pursuit of the flying enemy, but Innes did 
not hasten to obey the order, and though he made sail to follow 
them he might have made more.

A running action now continued into the night. The 'Warwick' 
followed the 'Strafford' and 'Canterbury,' which stuck to  the 
Spanish flagship, shot away her main and mizen masts and 
battered her severely. The British ships also suffered considerably 
aloft, and when the ' Africa' lost her way, the 'Strafford,' unable to 
bring to through having all  her braces and bowlines cut, shot 
ahead "contrary to our  inclinations," as Brodie wrote. About 10 at 
night the British ships found themselves close upon a lee shore; 
so, having rove some new gear, they went about and stood to 
seaward to rejoin  the flag. The 'Tilbury' and 'Oxford' had followed 
the 'Invencible,' a  ship whose stout sides enabled her to stand 
much battering. By 9 at night the Spaniard appeared to be 
silenced, and the 'Tilbury,' then much damaged aloft, was 
somewhat astern. The ' Oxford ' moved up and gave her another 
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broadside which was not returned, and she was about to repeat it 
and call upon the 'Invencible' to  surrender when a fire broke out 
in  her  gun room where some loose powder was lying. Confusion 
followed. The 'Invencible' observing it rallied, poured in a 
broadside and a smart fire of small arms, and made off to the 
westward. From Captain Toll's account of the affair, the 'Tilbury,' 
from the time he joined her till  the escape of the enemy, conducted 
herself indifferently.

The squadron began to rejoin Knowles in the morning. The 
'Strafford' and 'Canterbury' brought him the news that  the 'Africa' 
was  dismasted close in shore, but in such a situation that without 
pilots  it  was difficult to attack her. Knowles, having repaired his 
damages, went himself early next  morning to endeavour to take or 
burn  her. She was found lying at anchor, her masts gone, in  a 
small bay about 25 miles to the eastward of Havana. When the 
English ships were seen  coming in, her crew deserted their  ship 
and set her on fire.

Having seen  the Spanish flagship blow up Knowles stood away to 
Havana to  land his prisoners. Here he learned that the remaining 
four  Spanish ships had got into harbour, greatly disabled, the 
'Invencible ' in particular  being reduced to  a wreck. As  the British 
ships lay off Havana that  afternoon a Spanish sloop came into  the 
squadron and gave Knowles the news that the preliminaries of 
peace had been signed, and that hostilities were at an  end. 
Knowles  sent an officer into the harbour with a flag of truce and 
received confirmation of the report in a letter from the Governor 
of Havana.

Spanish casualties  were 87 sailors and 11 senior officers  killed. 
200 men were wounded. The British lost 59 killed and 120 
wounded.

[An alternative account says Knowles maintained his cruise, hoping to 
find the flota, until an ‘advice boat’ from Spain fell into his clutches. On 
board were documents signifying the end of the war.]

Though the news was only of the preliminary signing, Knowles 
stood his forces down and returned to Jamaica. The Spanish 
began slowly to send their troops and ships  back to Europe. After 
ten years, the war was finally over.

[Characteristically, Knowles brought the captain of the Lenox to trial for 
abandoning his convoy, despite the fact that it was that action that 
brought on the battle. Knowles himself was then tried for negligence in 
not fighting his squadron properly! The captain was acquitted and 
Knowles was reprimanded. He continued his career, however, and wound 
up as a Russian admiral.]

Don Andrés Reggio y Brachiforte (1692-1780)

Born  in  Palermo, Sicily, Reggio first saw service during the War 
of the Quadruple Alliance, fighting for the King of Spain in  the 
Sardinian campaign and at the Battle of Cape Passaro.

In 1720 he participated in  the relief of Ceuta (besieged by the 
Berbers) before transferring to the West Indies, where he 
commanded the galleon fleet. In 1732 Reggio assisted at the 
capture of Oran, and in 1733 the taking of Naples. From then until 
the outbreak of the Asiento war he served as commander of the El 
Ferrol Squadron.

Reggio was sent to  La Habana in 1739, nominally in  charge of 
naval forces in the theatre, but actually subordinate to first de 
Lezo and then de Torres; he spent much of his time improving 
Cuba’s defences. In 1744 he took over officially from de Torres.

After the war, Reggio returned to Spain. Court-martialled for his 
‘defeat’  at  the Tortuga Banks (on 30 counts), he was exonerated 

by  King Ferdinand VI, and praised for his  efforts. In 1749 he was 
made Captain General of the Navy, remaining in that post until his 
death.

VICTORY?
The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (18th October 1748) satisfied no 
one. France was forced to hand back all her gains  in  the Low 
Countries, plus Madras in India. In  compensation she reacquired 
Louisburg in Nova Scotia. This annoyed the American colonists.

The British and Spanish accused each other of violating the peace. 
The Battle of Havana was fought seven months after the 
preliminary peace agreement made in the spring;  the grace period 
was only six months. Britain in  particular pointed out that Reggio 
had made no attempt to attack their convoys during  the war, but 
once it was over, that was the first  thing he tried to do! The 
Spanish said Knowles should have stood down once he received 
the notice of peace with France. The wrangling continued into the 
1750s.

Both the Spanish and the British could claim some measure of 
victory, though at  the time, it seemed no one had really won. 
Spain neither regained Minorca nor Gibraltar. The Asiento and  the 
Annual Ship were not cancelled, but renewed. The contract would 
last until 1751, when the British were bought  out  by a payment of 
£100,000.

The British had failed abysmally to make any new conquests of 
Spanish territory that could be developed or traded off. The 
various sums owed by the SSC and the Spanish were buried in  the 
general costs of the war. Britain’s official causus belli  – freedom 
of navigation – was not even mentioned in the treaty.

In overall terms the price paid in lost  shipping by either side just 
about balanced out.

Spain could claim the maintenance of her territorial  integrity as a 
victory, by the rules of dynastic warfare that she was accustomed 
to. She had defeated  England at  Cartagena, San Agustín, Santiago, 
and in Venezuela. Only the ‘surprise attack’  on Portobelo  had 
succeeded. Furthermore, Britain had not prevented her from 
maintaining her armies in Europe; the silver had continued to 
flow, albeit  intermittently. By the rules of European warfare, this 
was a great success.

And yet, the balance of naval  power had definitely shifted  in 
Britain’s favour. Britain’s  navy had grown while both her 
Bourbon opponents’  had shrunk. Critically, she was still able to 
crew sufficient capital ships and cruisers, while her enemies were 
not.

Furthermore, the economy of the New World had become even 
more dependent on British goods. The Spanish had been unable to 
supply  their colonies with the most  basic of commodities, 
although there was no blockade upon any of the ports for more 
than a couple of days at a time. Their enemy had actually 
supported the economy of New Spain during the war. The Spanish 
simply could not afford an empire any more. 

There was  one other, rather dull item, that would have signifiant 
impact on the next conflict. During the war, the bulk of all 
shipping, enemy as well  as  friendly or neutral, was insured 
through Lloyd’s of London. In other words, the British financed 
the naval  war for both sides! Only in 1748 did Parliament pass an 
act forbidding the insuring of enemy merchant ships. Next time, 
losses to their merchant  marine would  truly cripple the Bourbon 
war effort.
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APPENDIX A: CARACAS COMPANY VESSELS, BY YEAR
The Company listed their ships as navios (ships – similar to ‘East Indiamen’ – typically of 50 guns), fragatas (frigates – 
usually 20-30 guns) and paquebotes (sloops or ‘packets’) 
Navios (#)
1739 (4): Nuest’ Señora del Coro #1, San Ignacio de Loyola, San José #1, Santa Ana #1

1740 (4): Nuest’ Señora del Coro #1, San Ignacio de Loyola, San José #1 (wrecked), Santa Ana #1

1741 (3): Nuest’ Señora del Coro #1, San Ignacio de Loyola, Santa Ana #1

1742 (6): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’  Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’  Señora del Coro #1, San Ignacio de Loyola 
(wrecked), San José #3, Santa Ana #1, San José #2

1743 (5): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’  Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’  Señora del  Coro  #1, Nuest’  Señora del  Coro #2, 
San José #3, Santa Ana #1

1744 (3): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’ Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’ Señora del Coro #2, San José #3

1745 (4): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’ Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’ Señora del Coro #2, San José #3, Santa Ana #2

1746 (4): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’ Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’ Señora del Coro #2, San José #3, Santa Ana #2

1747 (4): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’ Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’ Señora del Coro #2, San José #3, Santa Ana #2

1748 (4): El Guipuzcoana (Nuest’ Señora de la Asunción) – Flagship of 64 guns, Nuest’ Señora del Coro #2, San José #3, Santa Ana #2

Fragata (#)
1739 (5):  El  Júpiter, El Santiaguillo (Santiago), La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Susana (Nuest’ Señora de los Dolores), San 
Sebastian

1740 (6):  El Harrison-La Vizzara (Santiago), El Júpiter, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), 
San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1

1741 (9): El Harrison-La Vizzara (Santiago), El Jasón, El Júpiter, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los 
Dolores), San Antonio de Padua, San Joaquin, San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1

1742 (13):  El Harrison-La Vizzara (Santiago), El Hércules, El Jasón, El Júpiter, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La 
Presa (San  Francisco-Xavier), La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), Neptuno (Santa Bárbara), San Antonio de Padua, San Joaquin, 
San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1

1743 (16): El Hércules, El Jasón, El Júpiter, La Amable Julie, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Hermiona, La 
Presa (San  Francisco-Xavier), La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), Neptuno (Santa Bárbara), San Antonio de Padua, San Joaquin, 
San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1, San Vicente Ferrer (La Sirena), Santa Teresa de Jesus y las Animas

1744 (15): El Júpiter, La Amable Julie, La Chata (Santiago), La Concordia, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La 
Sirena, La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), Neptuno (Santa Bárbara), San Antonio de Padua, San Joaquin, San Sebastian, San 
Vicente Ferrer #1, San Vicente Ferrer (La Sirena), Santa Teresa de Jesus y las Animas

1745 (11): La Concordia, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Sirena, La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), 
Neptuno (Santa Bárbara), San Antonio de Padua, San Joaquin, San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1, Santa Teresa de Jesus

1746 (9): La Concordia, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Sirena, La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), San 
Joaquin, San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1, Santa Teresa de Jesus

1747 (9): La Concordia, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Sirena, La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), San 
Joaquin, San Sebastian, San Vicente Ferrer #1, Santa Teresa de Jesus

1748 (8): La Concordia, La Felicidad, La Galera Guipuzcoana (Santa Bárbara), La Sirena, La Susana (Nuest’  Señora de los Dolores), San 
Joaquin, San Sebastian, Santa Teresa de Jesus

Paquebotes (#)
1739 (1): El Réal de Portobelo

1740 (2): El Réal de Portobelo, San Francisco-Xavier

1741 (3): El Réal de Portobelo, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Francisco-Xavier

1742 (4): El Réal de Portobelo, Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2

1743 (4): El Réal de Portobelo (sunk), Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2

1744 (3): Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2

1745 (3): Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2

1746 (3): Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2

1747 (3): Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2

1748 (3): Nuest’ Señora de Arânzazu, Nuest’ Señora de Soledad, San Vicente Ferrer #2
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